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The following pages (except those from the diary 
of Sergeant Jno, HH. Curry) are tuken without revis- 
ion or correetion from the diary of Captain (after- 
wards Major) E. D. Willett of Company b, 40th Ala- 
bama Regiment of Volunteers of the Confederate 
States Army, who died in Carrollton, Alabama, March 
16, 1890, It is not expected or contended they will 
shed any additional light on that momentous strug- 
vie, known as the War between the States, about 
which so many volumes have been written, or that 
they will reveal anything which is not already well 
known, The sole purpose of this litthe book is to 
place in a more enduring form for the benefit of the 
survivors and the descendants of those who constitu- 
ted that Company and Regiment, that diary (now 
well thumb worn) which faithfully records the move- 
ments, engagements and causalties of Company B, 
and the 4Uth Alabama Regiment, C. 8. A. Nor is it 
contended that absolute verity accompanies the facts 
narrated, They have the advantage, however, of 
being written at the same time, yes,on the same day 
the narrated facts occurred. No matter how long the 
march, or how fierce the battle the author of the 
diary on each day -secorded the doings of Company 
b, and the 40th Alabama on that day from the infor- 
mation which was then conveyed to him. Voltaire 
cynically wrote to a friend that ‘History tsa parcel 
of tricks we play with the dead,’ but certainly this 
cannot be true of evcnts which are conscientiously 
recorded by oue of the actors on the very day of the 
actions. The valor, devotion, heroism, determination 
and self-sacrificing spirit of the Confederate soldier 
have shed an imperishable lustre on his name, on the 


South, and on the whole Nation. Company B and 
the 40th Alabama did their full parts in contributing 
to this result, for we see them in these pages with 
decimated ranks but undaunted spirits fighting the 
very last battles of the war and reporting for duty 
on May 5, 1865, nearly a whole month after General 
Lee’s surrender. When we recall these things and 
read these pages we see how great was their sense of 
duty and love for Dixie, and it fills our hearts with 
pride to be the descendants of such arace of men. 
Such men Joseph Addison had in mind when he ex- 
pressed the fine thought that— 


“°? Tis not in mortals to command snecess, 
But we'll do more, Sempronius, we'll DESERVE il.” 


Anniston, Alabama. ends WG 


THE PICKENS PLANTERS, 
Company “8,” 


40th Regiment Alabama Volunteers, C. 5. A. Col. A. 
A. Coleman commanding, organized on the 13th 
day of March, 1862, at Speeds Mill in Pickens 
County, Alabama. 


ROLL OF OFFICERS AND PRIVATES OF COMPANY ‘B.’’ 


ilhert™D A WwWitlett..12% eves tcce .« Agaptaln, 
JORIS Perry 25.8553. ase Sas Ist Lieutenant. 
James A. Latham,......... 2nd Lieutenant. 
James-lHi--Wier,............ 2nd Lieutentant. 


NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 


HeSSO COCR ae on A wo Ist Sergeant. 
Es WE Oyo 28 eas coh eeD Go 2nd Sergeant. 
Ji. Wo Sanderss 4. evcecke es 3rd Sergeant. 
ANT NZ) ROMO 2s ke ay aaa es 4th Sergeant. 
Win. C. Stewart, (discharged) 5th Sergeant. 
olin Als *WGCniS 22 Dee ohn. ve Ist Corporal. 
Jas. Wiley Horton, .<.4¢ 4 2nd Corporal. 
Jacob H. Eaton,...............3rd Corporal. 
Andrew W. Largent,......... 4th Corporal. 
PRIVATES. 


Allen, James M. 

Acker, Bayless G. 
Acker, George W. 
Barham, William. 


Belk, George W. 

Burris, James. H. (Discharged at Demopolis. ) 

Black, Sanv’1D. 

Bush, John E. 

Bush, James M. 

Byars, James A. 

Burns, Joseph H. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

Cook, Jno. P. 

Carver, Wesley H. 

Cockerell, James M. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

Collins, Jonathan. 

Collins, Joseph. 

Cameron, Joseph. 

Cameron, James. 

Cameron, Thomas. 

Calley,-Wm. P. 

Cole, Lewis ie 

Channell, Thos. C. 

Connell, David J. (Loaned to Capt. Suminerville 
one man. 

Daniel, Thos. P. 

Easterling, Henry. 

Eads, John A. 

Freeman, Morgan. 

Freeman, Isham A. 

Fowler, John F. 

Goodwin, John 

Graham, George M. 

Hicks, John F. 

Hicks, Dan’! N. 

Hicks, Henderson. 

Hicks, John R. 

Howell, Anderson T. 

Hall, Joseph N. 

Hildreth, Sardine. 

Irby, William FH. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

Irwin, Robert. 





Jones, Robert A. 

Jones, Williain IL. 

Jones, Thos. W. 

Jones, Wim. G. 

Jones, Henry W. M. (Loaned to Capt. Summer- 
ville one man.) 

Jennings, Jolin J. 

Jennings, Abner D. 

Jennings, Win. IT. 

Jones, Marcellus 5. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

Kirk, John. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

ing, Samuel G. 

Lancaster, Hi J 

Lee, Thos. H. 

Lancaster, Joseph. 

Ledbetter, Richard b. 

McA Teer, Wim, R. 

McDaniel, George W. (Loaned to Capt. Suin- 
merville.) 

McGeo, Jno. P., Sr. 

McManis, John HK. 

McDaniel, Reuben, (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

Morrison, William, 

McVoy, Alex D. 

Pate, James B. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

Pratt, Joseph A. 

Pratt; Jno. La 

Parker, Chas. R. (Loaned to Capt. Summerville 
one man.) 

Pearson, Sianuel. 

Parker, James‘ I’. . 

Robertson, Samnel. 

tubertson, Tugh. 

Reddish, James I. 

htussell, Johu A.. 

Russell, Asbury C. 





Russell, Chas. W. 

Reynolds, Thos. K. 

Reynolds, James 8. 

Ralph, Francis W. 

Stages, John W. (Loaned to Capt. Summerville 
one man.) 

Savage, Abner W. 

Shockley, Thos. W. 

Speed, James H. (Loaned to Capt. Summerville 
one man.) 

Strickland, Wm. G. 

Strickland, John J. 

Strickland, Abel. 

Strickland, Sam’l. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

Williams, Paul I. 

Williams, Thos. H. 

Williains, Thomas. 

West, James HH. 

Weems, James F. 

Wood, Joshua. 

Wood, Wilham. 

Wood, Knoch. 

Walker, Francis M. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 

Walker, Jno. J. (Loaned to Capt. Sumimerville 
one man.) 

Walker, Miles W. (Loaned to Capt. Summer- 
ville one man.) 

Vance, Wim V- 

Yates, Wm. M. (Discharged at Demopolis.) 


The above Company, on the 2nd day of April, 
1862, took up the line of march from Carrollton, the 
place of rendezvous, to Pickensville, at which place 
on the 3rd day of April, 1862, it went on board the 
Steamer Warrior, to be transported to Demopolis, 
Alabama, the place by the Governor appointed for 
the organization of Col. A. A. Columan’s regiment, 


and on Friday, April 4th, 1862, arrived at Demopolis, 
or Camp Coleman. 

The Company remained at Demopolis until the 
19th day of April, 1862, and while there the Com- 
pany was examined by Dr. Colgin, Surgeon C.5. A., 
and the bounty paid to the Company by Capt. Benj. 
Yancy. The Surgeon discharged the following 
members of the Company: William C. Stewart, 
James H. Burris, Joseph H. Burns, James M. Coek- 
erell, Wm. H. Irby, Marcellus Jones, John Kirk, 
Reuben McDaniel, James B. Pate, Samuel Strick- 
land, Francis M. Walker, and Wm. M. Yates; which 
discharged soldiers returned to their homes from 
Demopolis. And as above stated, by order of the 
Governor, on Saturday, the 19th day of April, the 
Piekens Planters started on board the Warrior to. 
Mobile, Alabama, and arrived at Mobile on the 20th 
day of the same month, on Sunday, and were 
stationed in a warehouse on Royal Street. 

On the 26th day of April, 1862, we took up the 
line of march (Saturday) for Cantonment Walter, 
five miles from Mobile, down the bay on Dog River, 
and arrived at said Cantonment on the same day. 
The Company had but little sickness until it was 
stationed at Cantonment Walter, when the measles 
broke out in camps and fifty-six of the Company 
had the measles, and two members died, to-wit: 
John F. Fowler died on the llth day of May, 1882, 
in camps of measles, succeeded by congestion of’ 
lungs, and his body was sent home in Pickens 
County to his father. He was without family, un- 
married and about seventeen years of ave. Wesley 
H. Carver, unmarried, died also of measles, sue- 
ceeded by typhotd fever, in Marine Jlospital in 
Mobile, and his body was also seut home. Ue died 
on the 17th day of May, 1862. 

Thomas Williams, private in the Plauters, was 
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taken sick with fever about the first of June, 1862, 
and lingered on until the Ith day of June, 1862, 
when he died. He was buried at Cantonment 
Walter. The Government, on account of apprehen- 
sions of an attack on Mobile, refused to furlough an 
escort to take the body of Williams to his home. He 
left a wife and fonr children, was about fifty years 
of age and resided in Pickens County, Alabama, on 
Bear Creek. Up to the 2Ist day of June, 1862, no 
other deaths have occurred in the Pickens Planters. 
On the 16th day of May, 1862, the 40th Regiment 
of Alabama Volunteers was organized, and the fol- 
lowing companies composed and now compose tlre 
regiment, to-wit: 
Co. “A? 40th Ala. Rog’t 2 Capt. KH. S. Gulley 


oo eae ~ 8 ee ° ee GS TD) Wet 

Bee A es es vs “ W. A.C. Jones 

RS ae < vs he ie ‘A. G. Campbell 
rete ° ite ie *  Kdward Marsh 

a (Se Be mS Thos: \V. olen 
Coa ve oe a: — *  Flagh Summerville 
ee a) Oot e: zs mG. CG. Crowe 

eared Gl . aR , “ .tiraintG lant 
PEPE tae me “ * ALM. Moore. 


And on said 16th day of May at said organiza- 
tion Col. A. A. Coleman was elceted Colonel of said 
Reyiment, which is the Forticth Regiment of Ala- 
bama Volunteers. 

On the 2)st day of June, 1862, Charles W. Rus- 
sell, private in Capt. Willett’?’s Company, diced in 
hospital at Cantonment Walter of the measles fol- 
lowed by typhoid fever. His body was trken home 
by John Shirley to Pickens County. Ile was about 
twenty-six years old and left a wife in Piekens 
County. 

Ou the Isth day of April, 1862, 1 transferred to 
Capt. H. Summerville to complete lis company 





eight men, David J. Connell, Jaines F. Speed, 
Charles R. Parker, Wenry W. M. Jones, George W. 
MeDaniel, John J. Walker, Miles W. Walker and 
John W, Stagys, on condition that he retransfer 
them so soon as he recruited that number to his 
company, Which he did soon after. 

On the day. of , 2862; JohnH; 
ligley was elected Lieutenant Colonel of said Regi- 
ment, and Devereux Ifopkins was elected Major. 
Hopkins refused to accept, and the 30th day of June 
no Major has been elected or appointed for the Reg- 
iment. A contest arose between Capts. Gulley and 
Jones about rank and promotion to the office of 
Major. 

On the 25th day of June, 1862, the Fortieth 
Regiment Alabama Volunteers with all the Confed- 
erate army of Mobile was reviewed by Gen. G. T. 
Beauregard, and then brigade drill commenced at 
the old Race Course. The Regiments that drilled 
were the 40th Alabama, 3rd and 4th Florida and 
27th Mississippi, 38th and 32nd Alabama. Some- 
times they were drilled by Gen. Forney and Gen. 
Jones. 

About the ith of July there was a general 
review of all the troops of the Mobile army to cele- 
brate that day by Gen. Jno. Il. Forney. It was a 
very hot day and rained a hard rain in the evening 
and all the army got very wet. 

On the 5th day of July, 1862, Thomas P. Daniel 
and Abner W. Savage and Abner D. Jennings took 
sick with typhoid fever. Savage and Jennings had 
previously had the measles. Savaye lingered for 
about two weeks, and on the 20th day of July, 1862, 
in the Hospital at Cantonment Walter, Abner W. 
Suvage died and was buricd at Cantonment Walter 
and his grave marked by a nice board at the head of 
his grave. Ile was unmarried and about eighteen 
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years of age, was a good soldier and very stout and 
able budied before his sickness. 

Thomas P. Daniel lingered until the 21st day of 
July, 1862, when he also died at Cantonment Walter 
in Hospital. His case was a severe one from the 
start; he grew worse from the beginning. Ile was 
buried in a nice coffin at Cantonment Walter and a 
nice headboard put at the head of his grave. He 
was about thirty years old, left a wife and one child 
who reside near Reform in Pickens County, Ala- 
bama. He was a noble man, a patriot, one of the 
best of men, loved by officers and men, robust and 
stout, was never sick a day from the day he entcred 
the service until he took his last sickness. Nothing 
seemed to benefit him. Hesank rapidly and died as 
stated ahove on the 2Ist day of July, 1862. 

On the 2lst day of July, 1862, our camps were 
broken up at Cantonment Walter, and the 40th 
Regiment Alabama Volunteers moved to and en- 
camped at Camp Marshall Austell, one and a half 
miles from Mobile; all the sick were moved to hos- 
pitals in Mobile. Abner D. Jennings was one of the 
sick moved to Mobile. He got worse, and on the 
27th day of July, 1862, at the General Hospital, he 
died, and was buried in the new graveyard in 
Mobile. His grave was marked by a board at his 
head. He was about twenty-four years of age, left 
a wife and one child, who reside in Pickens County, 
Alabama. His father, Wm. Jennings, attended him 
in his last sickness until he diced. 

On the 23rd day of July, 1562, all the regiments 
about Mobile were sent to Chattanooga, with nearly 


all the army of Tupelo, and only two regiments were 
left at Mobile, the 40th (ours) and Col. Ketchum’s, 
38th Regiment Alabama Volunteers. The 40th com- 
menced guard duty in Mobile, the whole regiment, 
and onto August Ist doing that duty with the 35th 
and some cavalry in and about Mobile. 
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On the 14th day of August, 1862, IHenderson 
Hicks, Wm. Morrison, Thos. W. Shockley, Abel 
Strickland, Jas. F. Weems and Jas. D. Wicr were 
discharged from the service on account of discase 
and disability. 

On the 27th day of July, 1862, Licut. J. H. Wier 
got leave of absence for twelve days, and returned 
back to Camp Marshall Austell at the expiration of 
the time. 

On the 2nd day of August Licut. J. A. Latham 
got sick leave of absence for twenty days, and at 
this writing, November 2nd, 1862, has not returned 
to his Company. He went to his home in Pickens 
County, and had a severe attack of camp fever. 

On the 13th day of August, 1862, Capt. KH. D. 
Willett got leave of absence to go home for fifteen 
days, went home, and returned to cainp Marshall 
Austell on the 28th day of same month. 

On the 3rd day of September, 1862, Licut. Jno. 
T. Terry got leave of absence twenty days to zo to 
his home, and abeut ten days after was attacked 
with jaundice, and did not return to camps for sev- 
eral days after his leave expircd. 

To date, November 2nd, 1862, have had no 
deaths among the officers of Company “3B,” and 
consequently no promotions in the Company since 
its organization, March 13th, 1862. 

On the 9th day of August, 1862, Wim. L. Lipsey, 
Benj. T. Black, Jno. M. French and Win. 8. Taylor 
eulisted and were received into the Company. 

On the 18th day of August, 1862, John R. Bran- 
don enlisted and was received into the Company, 


und on the 19th day of same month John Cr. Robin- 
son enlisted and was received into the said Company 
Bo all from Pickens County, Alabama. 

On the 27th day of August, 1562, 1. . B. Gil- 
bert, of Sumter County, was cuiisted and received 
into the Company. 





On the 10th day of September, 1862, Sergt. F. W. 
Ralph got tired of the service and substituted one 
Peter Clark in my Company, and was himself dis- 
charged. The officers and men not wanting the 
said Peter in the Company, but willing to let Sergt. 
Ralph (who was nearly crazy) out of the service, 
took the substitute, and on the same day transferred 
the said Peter Clark to Company ‘‘H,’’ Capt. C. C. 
Crowe’s Company, so that Sergt. Ralph, by a substi- 
tute, is serving his country in a Company from 
Perry County, Alabama. 

On the 3ist day of October, 1862, Jno. P. McGee, 
Sr., was discharged from the service on account of 
measles and bronehitis. 

On the 8th day of October, 1862, the camp at 
Marshall Austell was broken up and the 40th Regi- 
ment ordered to Camp Forney, on Spring Hill Rail- 
road four miles from Mobile, between Government 
and Dauphin Streets, and was there ordered into a 
brigade composed of the 18th, 30th, 38th and 40th 
Regiment Alabama Volunteers, at first commanded 
by Col. J. T. MWoltzclaw, senior colonel for about two 
weeks, when Brigadier General Cummings reported 
for duty at Mobile and took command of. said 
brigade. It was in official papers called the First 
Brigade of the Army of Mobile. Col. A. A, Coleman 
commanded the 40th, Col. R. HW. Smith the 36th, Col. 
J.T. Holtzclaw the 18th and Col. Ketchum the 38th 
Regiments. At Camp Forney we cleared off a large 
area of ground for a brigade drill ground; and for 
many weeks, until the 2nd day of December, 1862, 
drilled in brigade drill, battalion drill, company and 
skirmish drill daily when the weather would permit. 
About the 23rd of November, 1862, all the regiments 
of that brigade commenced building cabins for 
winter quarters, and had, up to the 2nd day of 
December, 1862, nearly completed the cabins for 
quarters. 
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On the 27th day of November, 1862, Andrew 
Bush and A. J. Hollingsworth joined Company ‘'b” 
40th Regiment by enlistment, arriving at the age of 
eighteen years. ‘hey were from Pickens County, 
Alabama. 

On the day of November, 1862, D. S. Laven- 
der and Jno. C. Pratt joined Company “B’’ 40th 
Regiment Alabama Volunteers, having been brought 
from camp of instruction at Talladega, Alabama, to 
camp of 40th Regiment with one hundred other men, 
who were apportioned to the several companies to 
equalize them, and Company ‘b’’ then having over 
an average number did not get but two men, the 
ones above named. They were taken to Talladega, 
Alabama, under what was known as the Conscript 
At, 





DECEMBER 127TH, 1892. 


On the morning of the 2nd day of December, 
1862, orders came to Col. Coleman 40th Regiment to 
be ready in two hours to march to Mobile to take 
the evening train on the Mobile & Ohio Railroad for 
Grenada, Miss., and at 2:00 o’clock the Regiment 
started, leaving tents and all heavy baggage, and 
marched to Mobile, about 750 effective men, and the 
Quartermaster had a train of box cars ready which 
the Regiment took with the baggage they could 
carry and left for Meridian, Miss. in a cold rain and 
no rptions in their haversacks. At 3:00 o’ clock a.m. 
arrived at Meridian, changed arms and baggage 
from that train to the ground and had fires kindled, 
and had crackers and pickled pork issued for break- 
fast, not having had anything to eat since the morn- 
ing before except what the men could buy or pick 
up. The Regiment remained at Meridian until uext 
morning at 4:00 o’clock, December 4th, aud deft in 
train, or rather two trains for Jackson, Miss., at 
which place we arrived at 38:00 o’clock p.m. and 
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were thence ordered to Grenada; but when we 
arrived at Canton at 12:00 o'clock night received 
orders to return back to Jackson as the light at Cof- 
feeville was over and our arovy had retreoted back 
to Grenmida. 2vb-l2:00-o0' clock thecars started hack 
to Jackson and arrived there at daylight on morn- 
ing of the 7th Decomber, 1862. That day the cars, 
after breakfast, on the New Orleans Railroad ear- 
ricd us out two mites to a creek and the 40th pitched 
tents there. At the same time in the same field the 
79th, SUth and Sist Tennessee Regiments composing 
Vaughan’s Brigade encamped. We remained at 
Jackson until the 17th of December doing some 
drilling and provost duty in Jackson. On the eve- 
ning of the 16th of December orders at Jackson 
were issued for the 40th Alabama Regiment to go to 
fylumnbus, Miss. to resist an attack of the chnemy 
down the Mobile & Ohio Railroad. On that night 
tents were struck, and Company ‘'B” remained all 
night at camps, and hauling baggage to Jackson. 
On the morning of the 17th the Regiment took up 
the line of march for Jackson, Miss. to take the cars 
for Coluinbus and arrived there at 8:00 o'clock a.m, 
At 10:00 o’clock the Ist Battalion left in’ the cars 
with Col. Coleman and Lieut. Col. Migley, Maj. T. 
O. Stone remaining with the 2nd Battalion. At 3:00 
o'clock p.m. the 2nd Battalion Jeft in cars for 
Columbus. The sick of Company *fB? had inereased 
in number’on account of cold weather and exposure. 
The sick of Company ‘°B” left at Jackson were 
these: Jos. A. Prati, Josh. Wood, Wim, V. Vance, 
Joseph Lancaster and J. kf. Parker. 

The 40th Regiment arrived at Meridian on the 
morning of the isth of December, and waited there 
for triunsportution until 3:00 o'clock p. im. ‘The Reg- 
Heat went rhopen cars to Meridian in the severest 
woather, and suffered from cold and hunger greatly. 


On the evening of the 18th the Regiment in cars left 
for Columbus, and arrived at Columbus on the 
morning of the 19th of December and remained at 
the depot that day until evening and the Regiment 
marched through town to the fair grounds and 
pitched tents. The Regiment remained at Columbus 
until the morning of the 27th of December. While 
at Columbus we all had a pleasant time there. The 
men and officers were better fed and could buy more 
than at any other place we had encamped. Many of 
the wives and friends of the men in Company ‘*B”’ 
visited them there, being near their homes, but none 
of the officers or men were allowed to visit homes, 
On the evening of the 26th of December Mesdames 
Willett, Latham and Terry came into camps to see 
us. We took them to hotel at Cady’s and remained 
with them the mght of 26th of December. The Reg- 
iment having orders then from Gen. Pemberton to 
vo to Vieksburg, Miss., we remained that night at 
hotel with our wives, Lieut. Wier superintending 
the moving of the baggage of the Company to the 
depot that night. The train was to leave at 4:00 
o'clock a.m. December 27th with the left battalion. 
We vot up at 3:00 o’clock a. m. December 27th, 1862, 
and took leave of our wives at Cady’s hotel and 
went down to the depot. The train with 2nd Batta- 
lion was ready to start, and did start ina very few 
Inlautes Ina very hard rain, it having rained very 
hard all that night. he train started for Meridian 
Saturday morning, December 27th, 1862, and arrived 
at Meridian the same day m the evening about 4:00 
o'clock, A train was in waiting to take us on to 
Jackson, but on account of confusion and neghi- 
gence on the part of some one it caused us to lose 
that train at 9:00 o’clock p. m.; we had to remain 
that evening and might and until next day, Sunday, 
December 285th, 1862, at 11:00 o'clock a.im., When we 
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took another train for Vicksburg. The Ist Batta- 
lion by this time having come up left soon after for 
Vicksburg on another train. On Monday evening 
the 40th arrived at Jackson after many delays on 
the road, and the train with the 40th stood there all 
that night, it raining torrents and the men without 
anything to eat except what could be picked up here 
and there when the trains stopped. 

Tuesday morning, December 30th, 1862, the 40th 
Regiment left in same trains for Vicksburg, the 
place where the Regiment had been ordered by Gen. 
Pemberton, and arrived at 8:00 o’clock Tuesday, the 
30th day of December, 1862. a 

The sick of Company ‘‘B”’ 40th Alabama left at 
Columbus, Miss., in hospital, were these: D.N. 
eke. “Le H,.. Wilhanis.-Beng. “Ps=Blaek, Marked: 
Thompson, Jno. J. Strickland, Jos. A. Pratt, Jno. C. 
Pratt, E. J. Lancaster, T. H. Lee, Jno. Goodwin, 
and as nurse for them Jas. M. Bush. Thompson and 
Lee returned to camp at Chickasaw Bayou on the 
12th of January, 1863. 

At Columbus, Miss., Hugh J. Robinson deserted 
and has not to the 24th of January, 1863, returned to 
the Company. Also, at the same place, Seregt. 
S—_—— and Jesse TIT. H———, without leave, ab- 
sented themselves from Company froin December 
27th, 1862, the first until the 2nd day of January, 
and the second until the 7th day of January, 1863, 
when they returned, and have had their trials before 
regimental courtmartial, but the sentences have not 
yet been published. When the Regiment arrived at 
Vicksburg the seige was going on and the Regiment 
was ordered within two hours to take up the line of 
march (Tuesday night, December 30th, 1862, 10:0u 
o’clock) for Chickasaw Bayou, the battle field on 
Sunday and Monday previous. The Regiment was 
drawn up in line of battle on one of the hills of 
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Vicksburg, and Parson Barker took it upon himself 
to inake a short harangue. He spoke loudly and 
warlike, but wound up by saying he was sorry he 
could not go as he had positive orders not to go, 
though not sick at all nor excused by Surgeon. The 
time had come when to all human appearances the 
40th would get into a fight on the morning of Decem- 
ber 31st, 1862, as the enemy were in large foree, and 
a battle or continuation of the battle was expected. 
The Regiment heard the Parson through, and the 
word ‘‘forward’”’ by Col. Higley was given, and we 
all marched off in fine spirits for the battle field. 
The Regiment marched up the River Road that is 
made along the base of the hills or mountains in 
silence, as we were at many points on the road with- 
in shelling distance from the enemy’s batteries. No 
accident happened on the way. The road was very 
muddy, and lined all along with soldiers in the rifle 
pits. There were rifle pits from Vicksburg up to the 
place we halted, which was in the rear of a section 
of Walton’s Battery, ina hollow. We arrived there 
about 3:00 o’clock at night and bivouaced in the 
open air, having left all baggage but a blanket 
behind. The Regiment lay on their arms that night, 
or the balance, with orders to move at day break on 
the morning of January 1st, 1863. Morning came 
and the attack was expected from the enemy. 
Many other Regiments came in that night, but 
when day came the enemy did not renew the attack. 
The 40th was held under arms all that day, which 
was Thursday, January Ist, 1863. We remained all 
day supporting that battery. From our position in 
plain view was the battle field of the Monday pre- 
vious, Where the enemy met with a severe repulse 
on our works. ‘The dead of the enemy were strewn 
all over the field unburied, and some of them yet 
alive. The battle field was a corn field, disputed 
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ground between our and the enemy’s pickets, and 
our men could not bury the enemy’s dead, nor 
would the Yanks send a flag of truce asking the 
privilege of burying their dead until Thursday at 
12:00 o’elock noon, when a flag of truce came and 
terms were arranged and they hauled off their dead 
and buried them. On that field two hundred dead 
bodies were carried off for burial. The 40th Ala- 
bama remained under arms all day New Year, and 
again on the same ground bivouaced Thursday 
night at 10:00 0’eloek. That night orders came to be 
ready to move at 3:00 o’clock to Snider’s Bluffs, 
eight miles above on the Yazoo. The Regiment 
started at the time appointed, and got there Friday 
morning at daylight, January 2nd, 1863, when it was 
thought an attack would be made, but no attack 
was made and the eneiny seemed to be retreating 
down the Yazoo. The 40th Alabama, with others, 
were then by the ill Road marched back to its 
first position, supporting the battery, having 
marched sixteen miles at “quick? and ‘double 
quick!” The Regiment was much fatigued and 
hungry. The men got lunch of beef and bread 
cooked and sent from Vicksburg, and before the 
men finished eating, the booming of the artillery 
announced fighting commenced down on the Yazoo 
one and a half miles from us. Before our arrival 
back, Gen. Maury, with 400 men and artillery, had 
gone across the Bayou to attack the Yauks, it hav- 
ing been learned that the whole Yankee army was 
retreating to their gun boats. The 40th was again 
ordered in line of battle and marched down to the 
Chickasaw bridge, ready to support the force Gen. 
Maury had taken over, in case of a fight. He drove 
the enemy to their boats, capturing many spades 
and commissary stores, and some few prisoners, and 
returned back. The 40th Alabama remained in line 
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until nearly dark in a terrible rain. About dark the 
Regiment was ordered back to select a place to 
bivouac during the night. It rained torrents, and 
the 40th Alabama by company selected the best 
places possible. Company “B” went up ona crag 
or spur of the mountain, cut wood and made large 
fires, and spread some blankets to keep the rain off. 
They availed but little, and it rained all night, 
rained out our fires two or three times. We built 
them up again. All the Company suffered greatly, 
having no shelter, and most of the night no fires. 
Lieut. Wier, in a chair taken from battle field, sat 
up in it all:night, with corn stalks put up and his 
blanket over him. Capt. Willett and Lieuts. Terry 
and Latham sat up ona log all night with blankets 
over them, but all officers and men got very wet. 
Lieut, Wier brought a sack of good crackers off the 
battle field and distributed them to the Company. 
The other Companies of the Regiment were in like 
manner scattered about on the mountain wherever 
they could get a suitable place. In these places the 
Regiment remained all day Saturday, January 3rd, 
1863, and until Sunday morning, January 4th, 1863, 
when orders from the Division Commander, Gen, 
Maury, came ordering the Brigade from the bottoms 
toa field near Dr. Smith’s on the mountains. On 
Sunday morning, January 4th, 1863, the whole 
Brigade went upon the hill and remained there Sun- 
day night and Monday and until Tuesday morning, 
January 6th, 1863, when orders came again for the 
Brigade to march down to the bottoms of the Yazoo 
about one mile above the first position of the 40th 
Alabama. The camp was a low one and _ in fair 
weather did finely, but would be a bad camp in 
rainy weather, While at that camp some of the 
Company went down to Chickasaw bayou, near 
Mrs. Lake’s quarter, and fished up a barrel of 
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pickled pork and carried it into camps, and it.added 
greatly to the provision stock of Company 3B,” 
Many barrels were fished up out of the Bayou which 
had been thrown into the water by the retreating 
Yankees. 

On Wednesday evening orders were issued 
ordering the Brigade to move camps lower down 
the Mississippi towards Vieksburg to the Indian 
Mound the battle field of Sunday, December 28th, 
1862, and the whole Brigade in its proper order 
encamped in the corn fields between the Bayou and 
the mountains, the 40th m= rear of the Indian 
Mound. The field ts low and black soil, very slip- 
pery in wet weather, with water convenient, but 
wood very inconvenient—had to be carried from the 
tops of the big hills by the men. The lazy mess, 
to-wit: Capt. Willett, Licuts. Terry, Lathan and 
Wier hauled some very heavy one horse loads off 
the hills. It worricd the feqms very much, but the 
weather was cold and rainy and there was no other 
chance. 


JANUARY 257TH. 1863: 


On Wednesday, 7th January, 1863, the 40th 
Alabama camped at Indian Mound, and to this 
date, January 25th, 1863, all the tine have been at 
the same place. No events of imterest occurred. 
The Yankee fleet and army had all left and gone up 
the Mississippi River, and during the time compara- 
tive quiet prevailed, The Regiment did brigade 
gnard duty and drilled some. Most of the time was 
cold and rainy weather very disagreeable for sol- 
diering, and the poorest place to buy anything the 
Regiment had been at. Nothing to sell, nothing to 
buy except what the Commissary had, and that only 
meal, beef and molasses. On the night of January 
20th Company “bB” with three other companies of 


40th Alabama went on picket from the Bayou to the 
mouth of the Yazoo, and remained until next day, 
when they were relieved by other pickets. 

On the 23rd January, 1863, the Yankee fleet 
wean appeared in the Mississippi above Vicksburg, 
in sight about seven miles from the city. On the 
23rd January on the opposite side of the Mississippi 
au skirmish took place in which the Confederates 
were successful. On Sunday 25th of January canon- 
ading was heard in the same direction. The result 
is not learned. Daily canonading goes on from the 
batteries on land and the gun boats. A seige before 
Vicksburg is expected, and it may continue a long 
time, but to all human appearances the place cannot 
be taken. Jt is fortified wonderfully by Nature, and 
the Confederates have the advantage decidedly. 
The place is fortified by Nature and Art and a noble 
army for its defense, large and well appointed. The 
Commander-in-chief is Lieut. Gen. Pemberton and 
Maj. Gen. Stephenson second in command. Of the 
sick T. 1{. Lee and M. P. Thompson from Columbus 
have returned to camp. The Company ‘3B’? 40th 
Alabama Regiment now rank and file numbers 
ninety-four men, not all with the command, There 
ure away January 25th, 1863, at Columbus, Miss., in 
huspital: D.N. Hicks, E. J. Laneaster, T. H. Wil- 
ligmams: 5]. black: .dcax: Pratthiodno.. Co Pratt, Ja. 
Strickland, Juo. Goodwin and Jas. M. Bush as 
nurse. At Mobile on detached service Jno. G. Rob- 
inson and Jno. R. Hicks. At Citronelle Corporal A. 
W. Largent. At home sick, J. W. Ilorton, Jno. L. 
Pratt and Enoch Wood. Andrew Bush at Jackson 
in hospital, W. J. Strickland and J. L. Kerr in hos- 
pital at Vicksburg, Miss. These are all the absen- 
tees from Company “b’’ at this date, January 286th, 
Ltd 
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Description List or Company “B” 409TH REGIMENT 
ALA. VOLUNTEERS, MARCIE Ist, 1863. 


NAME, RANK. 

Elbert D. Willett........ ... Captain 

SOw hs VEEPy Se eae Ae eke su Ist Lieutenant 
Jase As Iga a. ot aa ..2nd Lieutenant 
Ga EL. WVITOR 81.6 foc en he nc 2nd Lieutenant 
Foie DOV ANCE sce Ist Sergeant 
Randy: 1. TPhomais...25 i. 20d: 2nd Sergeant 
InOs. WoO Sandersscse discs . 3rd Sergeant 
Walter M. Gilkey... 0000.44 4th Sergeant 
Sardine Hildreth... .... ....1st Corporal 
760% Wael A oa x, Bees Fae: 2nd Corporal 
PACOD atom sei, 30s yet 3rd Corporal ~ 
Andrew W. Largent......... 4th Corporal 
Alen: Janes: Mo. . 2o6 oF as Private 
Acker, Balus G... ......... Private 

AOKCE, GGG. W oh. 4. eg Dy Private 
Barham, WRN sc... Sa tee: Private 

lod Ves aemec a) Fy ek Utd Beans oman cee! Private 
Black, Beno ace cacy 83 Private 
SPO MN oy aces ors s Private 

DuSh oIwSOM eo epee ss) Private 

Bush, Andrew J ............ Private 
Isyars, Jaisy CA. eos ona. ee fs he ee) 
PPPRUCLO Ty SI OGY oe) en on hao ack Private 

COO eal Oe Te Sie ey ices oie _ Private 
CoLmMs A OSeph, . paths iia ae Soeees Private 
Collins, Jonathan........ ... Private 
Cameron Ose. 1). =< ences. Private 
Cameron, Jas. B............ Private 
Cameron, Thomas..... ...... Private 
Calley, Wm. P .. .. .. ... Private 

Cole, Lewis T... x... re ck na 
Channell, Thos.A......... Private 


CULEEY On ls ast 50 ees Private 


Wedswivo. Mien... ates A Private 
Rasterling, Wenrye::. 0.42 .<. Private 
Freeman, Morgan W......... Private 
Freeman, Isham A........... Private 
Freeman, Marcus M ......... Private 
Freneh; Jno. Me... 2.6 ss Private 
ClOOdwWIN,. DOS ie . pee otal: Private 
Graham, Geo: M..oo.c4ae5<5 Private 
Ereks, SDA: Bsn os jae _.Private 
Rrck sys) NGOy iy bes eo Senet 5 Private 
PETCKSt Ors. Aee eee 8 .. Private 
Howell, Anderson T.... .. Private 
ALL, chOS WIN '.0 42.8, &e A nduogen ne. Private 
1 0 Res (is © a ee a Private 
Porto. WWALCY sige es Private 
JONES, ENOSs ORM oe ss SOR ore os Private 
WONGS. SWS ona baer ne wal pos Private 
SOMES; TOUTS AS ie ees c tesa ood LeVabe 
FOUCS MEM: PLS. haan e Private 
Jennies, Jno. do. ees. es Private 
Jennings, Wim TL... c.«.. .. Private 
Wee ae GS Pe nage 28 Private 
ISR aeINOn: leat. 3, ane ee tae Private 
GaN CHASER S POSYEES Ol ees os Private 
Lancaster sihid (soe. 22. Private 
Bee: “TNOS7 BUS san sestc: 3 shore ahs Private 
Ledbetter, Richard B......... Private 
havender, De Spencers. 0, Private 
Bipse yes Wits Lise ka panes Private 
McAteer, Wm. R............Private 
MeAteer, Jacksons. .a.. 2.0.0. Private 
MeN anus, JO. Ie. .<hees ccs Private 
NEON Rae tye S761) ab) es eer ae Private 
Pete) OS Ne cs cae k eee Private 
Bratt scliienls ¢.c sce. xe eax melee Private 
ee hed ad Cress ot ge ah ie ang he a Se Private 
Pariser sis ees 26424 dane Private 
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Pearson, cant )s. is. sx 


Peteet, Jno. T.. 
Reddish, Jas. H 
Russell, noe. A. osce 
Russell, Asbury C 
Reynolds, Thos. kK 
Reynolds, Jas. 5 
Robinson, Jno. G 
Robimson, Sam’! ..... 
Strickland, Wm. G 
Thompson, Mark L 
Taylor, Wm. S.. 
Williams, Paul I 
Williams. Thos. HF 
West, James HH 
Wood, William 
Wood, Joshua. . 
Wood, Enoch... 
Weems, Jno. R 
Vance, Wm. V 
Yerby, Jas. E 
Shaver, Win. k. 
Robinson, Hugh J. 
Strickland, Jno. J 
Elmore, Chas..... 
Elmore, Anderson. . 
Elmore, William....... 
Elnore, James.... 
HWunnicutt, Robt... 
Elmore, Bowman 
Elmore, Jacob 
Klmore, Jno. T ...... 
Elmore, Jordan J 
Shepherd, Hiram 


Private 
Private 


Private 


Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


Private 


Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


Private 


Private 
Private 
Private 


Private 


Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


Private 
Private 


Jolson, Wire. Woe cs a cea 


Shirly, Julius 
Davis, Jerry 


Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


Dries ora. 2 aoe te en cat Private 
PARTUEL DS. VY TIS daise, opeeewes ts .. Private 


(In the original Diary there appears after each 
name a personal description of each man giving his 
age, color of his eyes, color of hair, complexion, 
size, Where born, ovoceupation before enlistinent, 
When. where, by whom and for what period 
enlisted.) 


Descrivtive List or Company “2B? dori ALABAMA 
Reaqrment Wio lave Dikp iN THE Sur- 
vick to Mane Isr, 1863. 


NAME, RANK, 
Fowler;.Jno. Fy... .. gh ee E EERALS 
Carver, Wesley IT...” 8 APIA 
Walhanis,. “Phomas: 22 75< 2. Private 
Russell, Chas. W....... _. Private 
Ve DAGE AY tiene g aed bales Private 
PAC LS POA Pieces Syria y Amat Private 
POWN IES OA DOr Dee noes ee acs Private 
IWolangs worthy As ci44 408: Private 
Jase IGS Y-OT Voie, ete a seek RIVALS 
Pepeet a) Wg det, os da.acdaey as See Private 
Pratt, eNO. orang aetna eo: Private 
IOLT  d WOS Diets sy tay 24 .:.4Private 
Mullins, Benj. F......... ... Private 
Gil beng able WA Bis oa tae ant Private 
elle, GOO! Wee goon vec d ca hens Private 

,; McManus, Jno. H............ Private 
(Calley, Want P Mok 4 dou ieee Private 
Cameron, Jas. B............ Private 
Rev OSS VS. Si Hos wily da hok Private 
WY CCINS POF iced 4. oe 6 odes Private 


(In the original Diary there appears after each 
namo a personal description of cach man, giving his 
aye, color of cyes, color of hair, complexion, size, 
where born, oceupation before enlistment, when, 
where, by whom and for what period enlisted, and 
when, where and from what cause he dicd.) 
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DeEscripTivE List oF COMPANY ‘B” 40TH REGIMENT 
ALABAMA VOLUNTEERS, DISCHARGED AND 
TRANSFERRED TO MARCH IstT, 1863. 


NAME. RANK. 
DETichlands ew bolAn S.A en 3 Private 
Whorrison, Whey. cd vewancae es Private 
Hieks.tlenderson:. «3460 6k Private 
Weems, Jagiedl ovis ic isaks Private 
Shockley, Thos. W........... Private 
McGee, Jno; Poole esc cc Private 
Wher nals Dies Fim o/cae backed Private 
Dis ewes 24 0S bee Sergeant 
Plancock, messe TD... sacle occas Private 
Chae IE a aan cake Ne, Private 
dewit, RODG © sate ...sc4 rot a be Private 
WOOULADNOCN.. go: 625 ouan oe ead Private 
JSNNMIOSe NV Thy te ees, as Private 
Hasterline Henrys: . os. oa. as Private 
Sache user, HEC ea oe we re ee Private 
NOROE GOW ee arscedathed 3 Private 
JONES ey Dat + van aee sd ecak Private 


(In the original Diary is given a personal descrip- 
tion of each man as above stated, together with the 
cause and place of his discharge or transfer.) 


The 40th Regiment Alabama Volunteers re- 
mained at Canip Timmons, doing the usual guard 
duty, brigade guard duty and picket duty on the 
Lake farm by company, and picket duty down at 
the bend on the Mississippi River, and regular drill- 
ing in battalion and company, and skirmish drills. 
At that camp Jas. E. Yerby took sick with mumps, 
followed by fever. He was taken to Vicksburg hos- 
pital and died on the 4th day of March, 1863. He 
was a good soldier and excellent citizen at home, 
had the love and respect of the whole Company, 
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faithful to do duty. He left a wife and five children, 
who live in Pickens County, Alabama, the place of 
his residence. During the time the Regiment was 
at Camp ‘Timmons the weather was very disagree- 
able. It rained almost incessantly, and the camp 
and roads became very muddy indeed. The water 
was bad and not at all suitable for the health of the 
Regiment. The rations were scanty, beef very poor 
and meal very coarse, and other rations inferior in 
quality and scanty-.as to quantity. At that camp 
D. N. Hicks and. several others returned to camp 
from hospital. At that camp John H. Curry a 
young man just eighteen years old joined the Com- 
pany. He came from home with Dan'l N. Hicks. 
At said camps.Jno, L. Kerr a young nan from Sum- 
ter County, Alabama, just arriving at eighteen, 
came to:‘camps and joined the Company. 

On the evening of. the 17th of February, 1863, it 
raining torrents, orders came from the 40th to move 
up to the bridge known as Chickasaw Bridge, in 
that terrible rain. The Regiment was formed and 
just at.dark commenced the march, Lieut. Latham 
in command'.of Company ‘“B.’’ Capt. Willett con- 
ducted the Regiment acting as Major, Lieut. Col. 
Higley having gone before, Major T. C. Stone sick, 
Capt. E. 8. Gully, senior captain at home on sick 
leave, and Col. A, A. Coleman having also gone 
home on sick leave, As stated the Regiment moved 
at dark in the rain: (it having rained for two days 
previous) and the roads were well nigh impassable. 
The mud: and water. was from shoe mouth to knee 
deep, mostly knee deep, and but the one road, and 
on either side deep gullies. The Regiment marched 
that dreadful road three miles in the dark in mud 
knee deep, and got to the bridge about 11:00 o'clock 
night. The 2nd Texas had not moved and the 40th 
were at the bridge in the dark. When the men got 
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there they were warm and perspiring freely, but 
stopping the rain soon chilled the men. They had 
no tents or cover, and were soon ordered to bivouac 
on the hills. Each Company went upon the hills 
and after an hour or two got fires started and parti- 
ally warmed and dried their clothes. The clothes of 
the men were coated with mud, aud it could be got 
off only by washing the clothes or drying and beat- 
ing the mud off. Many lost their shoes and many 
fell and injured themselves. But few slept any that 
night. Next day the weather was better, and the 
Regiment next day dried their clothes and the next 
day a camp was laid off in the corn field and the 
whole Regiment moved to it Saturday evening in a 
hard rain. The Regiments remained at Chickasaw 
Bridge until the 19th day of Mareh doing guard 
duty, picket duty at the Lake farm and on the 
Levee, also drilling in battalion company and skir- 
mish drills. Lieut. Wier was detailed as enrolling 
officer and got leave of obsence for thirty days, Ie 
started for Pickens the 26th day of February and 
came back on the 7th of March bringing recruits for 
Company ‘‘B’’? Chas. and Anderson Elmore, J. A. 
Lipsey. Jas. E. Yerby was taken sick at Camp Tim- 
mons and sent to hospital at Vicksburg. There on 
the 4th day of March, 1863, he died. Also Americus 
J. Wolingsworth by the march to Chickasaw Bridge 
was taken sick and the attack was violent. He lin- 
gered five or six days in great pain, and on the 28th 
day of February he died. He was a httle over eigh- 
teen years old, unmarried. Yerby was thirty-one 
years old and left a wife and five children in Pick- 
ens County. Company ‘3B’? had not much sickness 
at Chickasaw Bridge. The rations were short, for 
twenty days we had no meal at all, but the men 
foraged in the cane brakes and procured an irregu- 
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supply of meat. The men also bought meal and 
ther articles to cat. 

On the 18th day of March, 1863, Lieut. J. T. 
‘erry got sick leave of absence and started home. 
Ie got home and had a severe spell of sickness. 
Jn the 19th day of March, 1863, the 40th Alabama 
vas ordered to Haynes Landing and marched to 
that place on the Yazoo nine miles the same day 
and pitched tents on a hill above the landing. 
Remained there until Saturday night 2lst March 
when the 40th Alabama left in boat for Deer Creek. 
Arrived at Rolling Fork on 22nd, Sunday, early. 
Took up line of march for Deer Creek wading one 
quarter of a mile im back water waist deep. Arrived 
at Dr. Moore’s farm on Deer Creek at 10:00 o'clock 
a. m. Left tents and all baggage but blankets 
behind. Came up with enemy’s gun boats and land 
forees at Dr. Moore’s. Had a skirmish with the 
enemy and they shelled the 40th Alabama three 
hours heavily. Gen. Featherstone was in command 
of 40th Alabama, 22nd Mississippi, cavalry and 
artillery. This shelling was at the Messinger farm. 
Company ‘‘F’”’ was detailed as skirmishers, and had 
one man wounded in the face—left eye knocked out. 
Monday, 23rd, advanced to Willams’ farm. Coin- 
pany ‘A’? left in rear to support battery, Capt. Gul- 
ly’s company, he, the Captain having gone home on 
sick leave froyn Cainp Timmions, also Lieut. Cobb, 
Lieut. McGowan in command. Next day fell back 
to Messinger farm, it having rained all night before. 
Tuesday, 24th, advanced to eight mile post on Little 
Deer Creek. 

Wednesday, 25th March, advanced to Foris’ 
farm. Companies *‘B’ and ‘‘C” Lieuts. Latham and 
srunson commanding, under Capt. Willett acting 
Major skirmished with the rear guard of chemy 
throngh an immense cane swamp and marsh and on 
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through Foris’ farm, pursued the Yanks and cap- 
turcd baggage, canteens, eatables, etc. Yarbrough 
of Company ‘‘C”’ killed, and Ehnore Company ‘‘B”’ 
wounded, Inthe meantime 40th Alabama, 31st and 
33rd Mississippi and 22nd Mississippi and artillery 
under Brig. Gen, Featherstone came up to support 
skirmishers. The enemy fell back, and Confederate 
forces fell back to strong position for night. Next 
day; Thursday, drove the encmy into Black Bayou, 
and ;commenced the march back to Rolling Fork. 
The Yanks being driven ont, Gen. Featherstone 
took all his Brigade but 40th Alabaina and artillery 
and started for Greenwood. 40th Alabama, Gol. 
Higley commanding, marched three miles to Indian 
Bayou on Deer Creek to rest a few days. That little 
army had been marching in rain and mud for nine 
days, and the Regiment had not had dry clothes or 
blankets in that time. The service was hard, espe- 
cially on Companies ‘*B”’? and **C”’ which did most 
of the skirmishing. During those days our rations 
were cooked at Rolling Fork and packed. We 
impressed the mzlls and beeves and hogs and had 
plenty after the second day. Col. Ierguson was 
left in command of forces on Deer Creck. On Tues- 
day, April 2nd, Companies ‘‘A” and ‘3B’ under 
command of Capt. Willett started for Fish Lake 
sixty miles up Deer Creek near Greenville. 2nd 
April marched to Capt. Willis’ farm; 3rd April to 
Thomas’ farm; April 4th to Falls’ farm; April 5th to 
Yerger’s farm: April 6th to Fish Lake; repurted to 
Maj. Bridges in command of battalion of sharp- 
shooters, 250. Remained there until morning of 
April 7th, when it was ascertained, that Gen. 
Steele with 13 regiments, 8 pieces of artillery and 
250 cavalry pursued us from Greenville. Col. Fer- 
guson ordered a retreat at 7:00 o’clock, and we 
retreated 23 miles to Fall’s by dark. Next day fell 
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back to Thomas’ where four more companies of 
40th came up and three pieces of artillery. There 
we made a stand and shelled the enemy with seven 
pieces of cannon, and the enemy, though in superior 
force, commenced retreating. We pursued them to 
Wish Lake. In the meantime the 30th Alabama and 
other regiments were on the march to our aid, but 
when the cnemy retreated they turned back’ to 
Vicksburg. We remained at Greenville two or 
three days and commenced the march back to 
Indian Bayou on Deer Creek. Cavalry forces hav- 
ing come to relieve the 40th Alabama on the 18th 
of April the 40th camped at Helen Johnston place, 
after thirty days of severe service; on Deer Creck 
vast quantities of property was destroyed by the 
enemy and slaves taken off. One of the richest 
portions of Mississippi was laid waste and made 
desolate. The 40th remained at Helen Johnston 
place two days and then moved over a mile to 
Indian Bayou, former camp and put up our tents, 
the first time we had seen them inamonth. At that 
place also came up with baggage, and once more 
had a chance to put on clean clothes. 

At this place Maj. T. O. Stone about the 28th 
of April was ordered by Col. Ferguson to take three 
companics of 40th Alabama and proceed to little 
Sunflower at the mouth of Rolling Fork and there 
take boat and proceed up Sunflower River about 100 
uliles. Ile took three companies. Company ‘A”’ 
commanded by Capt. Gully, just returned from 
home, Company **D’? commanded by Capt. Camp- 
bell, and Company “*?’ cominanded by Capt. Ghant. 
On the dth day of May, 1863, orders came from 
Vicksbury through Col. Ferguson for the 40th Ala- 
bama to march to Vieksburg 100 miles distant. On 
Tuesday the 4th day of May, 1863, Companies ‘‘B,”’ 
Be eee Se Cee re and ice LOOK ip the 


line of inareh for the mouth of Rolling Fork to take 
boat from there for Haynes Landing on the Yazoo 
diver. On that day arrived at Litthe Suuflower, 
lea viii: beni sat Company? *b, Bo Ge Neko. pone 
than Collins and Jas. I. Parker sick in hospital, 
Also Sergt. Win, P. Calley detached to buy beeves 
for the army. At Indian Bayou Jno. T. Petcte of 
Company *'B,”? a good soldier, died on the 2nd day 
of May, 1863, and was buried at the nearest church 
on Deer Creek with military honors on Sunday the 
2rd of May, 1863. Ile resided in Sumter County, 
Alabama, aud left a wife and three children. Ife 
wus an excellent man, On Thursday the 7th day of 
May the 40th Alabama took the steamboat Walsh 
for Haynes Landing aud arrived there on the eve- 
ning of the same day. The 6th day of May previ- 
ously the Reyiment remained at the mouth of Roll- 
ing Fork all day getting the bagyaye of the 
Regiment down tu the boat. This was done on 
skiffs or small boats sent for that purpose. On 
Friday, the sth day of May, 1863, the Regiment 
marched to Vicksburg distant fifteen miles, and 
much wearied, camped in a lot near the railroad 
depot. The sick of Company ‘B’? who could not 
warch were left at Haynes Landing, to-wit: Jno. C. 
Pratt, Jas. Collins, W. K. Shaver and Corporal A. 
W. Largent. On Saturday the vth day of May the 
Regiment (40th), Col. Higley commanding, marched 
to Warrenton ten miles below Vicksburg on the 
Mississippi River and were again joined to Brig. 
Gen. Jno. C. Moore’s Brigade, composed of 2nd 
Texas, 37th, 42nd and 40th Alabama and 85th and 
40th Mississippi Regiments. Several of the sick aud 
worn out men of Company °B’? were left in the 
Vicksbury hospital, to-wit: Lieut. J. Uf. Wier, Pri- 
vate Jno. C. Pratt, Jas. Collins, Paul 1. Williams 
and Henry Tasterling. On Sunday, loth of May, 
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the Regiment 40th Alabama and the whole of 
Moore’s Brigade was ordered to move camp a mile 
farther back from the rear of Warrenton, being 
exposed to fire of enemy’s gunboats. On Monday 
the 1l1ith of May the whole Regiment except the 
absent companies were ordered on picket at the fort 
at Warrenton for twenty-four hours. The Col. 
(Higley) selected 100 men after dark and relieved 
the previous picket. Capt. EH. D. Willett acting 
major took charge of the balance of the Regiment 
as a reserve, and on a levee a few hundred yards in 
the rear held them there in line of battle durimg the 
night. Just at dawn the next day the reserve was 
ordered back to camp, and Col. Higley with the 100 
men remained in the fort until dark May 12, 1868, 
under a terrific cannonade from the cnemy’s gun- 
boats. On Wednesday 13th May the Regiment 
remained in camps; on Thursday ith May the 
Regiment remained in camps. On Friday 15th, 
the 40th went on picket, in rear of Warrenton, as 
reserve in case of attack, and lay in line of battle in 
a field, and in the evening of same day the whole 
Regiment moved camps three miles nearer Vicks- 
burg on the outer or first line of defence. 

On Saturday 16th of May commenced digging 
rifle pits and cutting down timber in our front; on 
Sunday May 17th, 1363, continued digging rifle pits 
until 3:00 o’clock in the evening, when the 40th and 
the whole of Moore’s Brigade was ordered back to 
Vicksburg. The whole of Moore’s Brigade with 
artillery fell back from first line of defense to the 
trenches at or in rear of Vicksburg. During the 
preceding week the enemy had driven our forces. 
The hard fought battles of Raymond, Jackson and 
Bakers Creck and at Big Black had been fought 
and Gen, Johnston’s and Pemberton’s forces had 
retired before Gen. Grant’s army ten tu one against 
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us. On the same Sunday evening, May 17th, 1868, 
that army or a part of the army under Gen, Pember- 
ton retired back to ithe trenches at Vicksburg, and 
Gen. Johnston's forces fell back to Jackson, and on 
the 17th of May, 1853, the garrison at Vicksburg 
took their position in the trenches in order of battle. 
Smith’s Division on the left,;.Forney’s Division in 
the center and Stephenson’s Division on the right, 
and Bowen’s Division in reserve, with the artillery 
all planted and put in position on the several 
redoubts or field works. The 40th Alabama Regi- 
ment was on left of Moore’s Brigade on northeast 
side of Southern Railroad. On Monday, the 18th of 
May, the enemy continued the investment of Vicks- 
burg on the rear from Snider’s Bluff to Warrenton, 
and cannonaded the line all day, feeling for our 
sharp-shooters, and otherwise reconnoitering our 
lines and vetting their batteries in position to shell 
our lines. Tuesday, May 19th, 1863. During the 
morning the cannonading and skirmishing on our 
lines was incessant. John A. Davis of Company 
“G? was killed, and several in the 40th Alabama 
wounded. In the evening a severe battle was 
fought on our left. The enemy charged our works 
in front of Herbert’s Brigade and were. repulsed 
with great loss. The assaults continued . until 
nearly night. Wednesday, 20th of May, remained 
in trenches all day. Shelling and sharp-shooting 
incessant. Fallon of Company ‘“E”’? and Sims of 
Company ‘‘D”’ were killed and several wounded, 
Thursday, 21st, continued shelling and sharp-shoot- 
ing all day. W.J. Jones, Company ‘B” while on 
picket was shot through the arm near shoulder and 
his left arm amputated. Friday, 22nd May, at dawn 
the shelling and sharp-shooting commenced furi- 
ously. The mortar fleet day and night was doing 
its work since the investment. The Confederates 
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withiliohbs ihrem the; oid <2 pereral assault, <i 
11:00 o'clock was made by the enemy, but they 
were repulsed at all points with great slaughter, 
The fight continued until dark, the enemy driven 
back “atonnd the wholesdiaite: oCanr “ir Company 
tale? Pawitse a lleds Thos.s Cameron in Company 
"EB lad aniddle finger of Jeft hand nearly shot 
off, Saturday, May word. firing imeessant. Many 
Inovemcents of enemy's troops, but no battle, 
Sunday, May 23rd, some firing but no battle. Mon 
dis; dl sath, sae quae 2200 ook. ye ane. 
When ou flag of truce appeared. The firing ceased 
along the whole tine, and arrangements were aide 
to bury the enemy's dead, now very offensive to our 
menoin the trenches. The time allowed was from 
S00 o cloek a. an. to Taco) poi, Phen oeeurred a 
novel scene im war. After the flag of truce weart 
out the Confederates and Federals from two to 
three hundred yards apart left their arms and met 
midway and commenced friendly conversations, 
tulked about home. exchanged tobacco for canteens, 
winst orders) thre 
met, mingled, talked and seemed ke friends. 
When the flag disappeared both parties got to therm 
places of safety and all cuemies again, Strange 
sivlit! Jo hid a view of two miles on the line and 
the same appeared everywhere, No casualties it 
Comping? 713° “on thitedty. Goeret. Gilkey iid, 
D. Kerr were both struck with balls but slihtly 
injured. Tuesday, May 26th. furious firing all day, 
No casualties in Company b2) Wednesday. May 
thie: tier ase sual al chase thd? Sate lek, eSereris 


pipers, etc. Kor a moment. (ay 


Perry, Company “Th was ktlled.  Dilelaamps, Coo 
puny sy also killed, Turreted gunboat “Cincin 
nati? sunk before Vicksburg by our batteries, 
Thursday, May 28th, Company "b hiad 63 mem in 
hrenches,. Teavy firme wll slag und aehit.. vlivs 
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29th, Friday, at dawn a furions cannonading com- 
menced. At 8:00 a.m. G. W. Acker by ashell had 
his left arm broken. Saturday, May s0th, heavy 
firing all day. Sunday, May 3tst, furious firing: with 
cannou and small arms all day until dark and most 
of the night. The enemy intrenching in our front. 
Monday, June Ist, heavy firing all day. Tuesday, 
June 2nd, heavy firing all day and might. Lacey, 
Company “C’’ killed. Wednesday, June 38rd, heavy 
firing all day. Jno. L. Pratt, Company ‘‘B,’’ killed 
June 4th, Thursday, acting as sharp-shooter in the 
trenches, He was shot through the head at 7:30 
o’clock a. m. and died at 5:00 p.m. Shot by a minie 
ball. le was twenty-nine years old, left a wife and 
one child and was a brave and good soldier. Fri- 
day, June 5th, heavy firing as usual. Saturday, 
June 6th, A. T. Howell, Company **b’’ was shot by 
minié ball in arm and shoulder in trenches. Cirif- 
fith, Company ‘C’’ killed. To this date ten killed 
and thirty wounded in 40th Alabama. The troops in 
in trenches have never been relieved. Heavy can- 
nonading and sharp-shooting continue all the time. 
Sunday, June 7th, mortar ficet still shells the city. 
Heat very oppressive in trenches, Rations very 
short, 4 Ib. flour and 4 db. peas. No report of 
reinforcements. The army in very good spirits 
cousidering the suffering. Iicavy fimnug all the 
time. ‘Monday, June Sth, at daylight Company *b” 
left the trenches to rest behind the hills for the day, 
and returned at dark, Cother, Company ‘'G,”’ killed 
at dark getting in water. Lieut. Jas. Patten, Com- 
pany ‘IX’? died today of fever in hospital. Tfbealth 
of Company “B” good considering the suffering, 
confinement and short rations and water. ‘Tuesday, 
June yth, firing continued all day and night. Thos, 
Cameron, before wounded in the finger, was shot 
through leg by ball from shell and was sent to hos- 
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pital at Vicksburg, Wednesday, June loth, heavy 
firing all day and night. Karly a heavy rain set in 
and it rained all day and night, The drainage in 
our trenches not being good the ditches overflowed, 
Alt got wet, and remained so all day and meht. 1 
was a disagreeable night in the trenches. Thurs- 
day, June Ilth, early it cleared up and we had a 
better time though very hot in the trenches. The 
finng heavy. No signs of an assault, but on the 
contrary the enemy intrencling ino front. Poll, 
Company “Ti died of wounds. Also Freeman, 
Vampany —"C, Wridky, Janie d 2th, firing ascnrces- 
subb ws ever. Gen, Penibertem placed a ten: tiels 
mortar i rear of our redoubt and connnmenced shell- 
Ing the enemy. They coneentrated a terrible fire 
upon dt and also our redoubt. Received money 
today from Capt. Lake, Assistant Quarter Aaster, 
and Capt. Willett paid off his Company in trenelies 
for fout anonths, January, February, Mareh and 
April, §863. Tt was very disagreeable as the balls 
and sliclls of the cnemy often besprinkled the rolls 
with dirt. ‘Phe rations of the men were often 
sprinkled with dirt. They are by four men cooked 
in the rear, 4 Jb. bacon, peas enough, one small 
corn cake, a few ounces of rice and sugar every 
fourth day. Themen can barely ive and are daily 
losing streneth., Saturday, June 3th, uneeasiny 
firing on amertar and all areund the dines, Marly 
norte |. RR. Weems, Company 7B? while coming 
from cook place to trenches shot limself in left 
hand and sent to hospital. Sunday, June l4th, tiring 
Was more rapid and furious all day than usual. Nivy 
of Company (OC died of wounds, Also Freeman, 
(oinpaiig “Ai Pivees sei ols -Comipwiye Gl 
deserted to the enemy. Monday, dune both, Com- 
hay ob felleved” bhai triumies for. tlie: <dlay, 
Capt. Willett went to the hospital and paid off the 
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sick and wounded of Company “B.?  Retnrned to 
trenches at dark. Firing heavy all day and night. 
Tuesday, June 6th, ineessant firing all) day. 
Wednesday, June 1%th, firing as usual. At 7:30 
a.m. a eonical shell entered the trench and 
exploded, one piece strack B. FL Mullins in’ the 
head. We was badly wounded, taken to hospital 
No, 3, operated on and soon after died. He left a 
wife and one child, was a good soldier. Capt. Wil- 
lett being sick left the trenches for the day. Tues- 
day, June i8th, firing as usual, Col, Garrett 20th 
MIabaina killed on 17th in trenehes. Heavy skir- 
mnishing on the right and enemy repulsed at tog 
ethickqo he Wralkay,..Jie ath, heavy tiring. At 
6.00 acim, Jao, Logan Kerr was shot in the head in 
trenches by minie ball entering near right ear and 
voming out near left ear. We died instantly. le 
resided with his father in Sumter County, Alabama, 
was cighteen years of ave, was a good boy, an obe- 
dient and faithful soldier. Saturday, dune 20th, 
tremendous canunonading along the lines and firiug 
of sinall arms. Capt. Willett retarned to trenches 
Mi bal dveatth, <Panl te Willtanis, conpaay “BR” 
sharp-shooting was shot by minie ball breaking one 
of bones of left arm near wrist. He was sent to 
haspital, <AWt- 8:00° (o'clock. ay. ain. Ttenry Ky a), 
Gilbert, Company ‘$B? of brass band while acting 
With tle: litter corps bearing off Lieut. Yaney 
wolnded, was struek in the head by a shell and 
instantly killed. Sunday, June 2st, 1863, severe 
tiring all day and night. Monday. June 22nd, Com- 
pany “B? relieved to rest out of the trenches behind 
the Julls. firing as usual. Rations reduced to four 
ottuces flour, four ounces rice flour, one quarter 
pound bacon, four ounees peas, a ttle sugar ania 
rice every fifth day .and a fifth of a plug of tobacco 
every fourth day. No vegetables, meal, flour or 
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anything to buy at any price. Nothing except the 
rations issued alike to officers and men. A ehieken 
$5.00 to $6.00, flour $5.00 per pound, meal $60.00 per 
bushel, molasses $12.00 per gallon, beef $2.00 per 
pound, milk $1.00 per quart, vinegar $5.00 per gal- 
lon, dinner of beef and bread $5.00; but at this date 
articles at those prices have all been consuined, and 
the soldiers barely live on the rations. But noble 
men, they still endure it and defend these trenches 
waiting for Gren. Johnston to come to their rescue. 
They think he its not far off, and it will ghadden the 
hearts of a brave garrison to lear the booming of 
his artillery towards Jackson and Bip Black. They 
mist hold the trenches or Vicksburg is gone. ues- 
day, June 23rd, firing as usual, Wednesday, June 
24th, less cannonading to-day.  Thuarsday. Jie 
25th, heavy tiring all day. Rations reduced to one 
ounce of flour, Friday, June bth, firing heavy 
today. ‘Thirty-ninth day of setye. Firing ou the 
lines does not cease day nor night with eannon, 
mortar flect and small arms. ‘To date in 40th Ali: 
bama 55 killed and wounded, of the miumber 23 
killed. ‘Phe garrison cannot be overcome, but a 
want of rations may compel a surrender. Gen, 
Johnston is anxiously looked for. Saturday, Jnne 
27th, continued firing. At 6:00 a.m. Corporal Gi. W, 
Belk, Co." B.? went down to Brigade Hospital to visit 
his sick friend, J. K. McManus, and while there a 
picce of mortar shell struck him (weighing 15 
pounds) in the back severely wounding him. te 
died next morning at 6:00 a.m. Tread redtheed to 
four onces of tlour--it makes one bisenit, Stoudiay, 
June 28th, Corporal G@. W. Belk died at Gouna. 
lle was a color corporal, one of the bravest men 
and best soldiers in the army, was liked by his offi- 
cers and all the men of his company. tle resided in 
Pickens County, Alabama, and left a wife and two 
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children by a former wife. Jlis death is much 
regretted. Behind the redoubt, Company “BY sup- 
ports, @ mine neh Dahlyreen is mounted, firing at 
the euemy. They reply, which subjects Company 
“BB te a heavy fire ‘all the tinve. Monday. Jtne 
futh, 1863, firing as usual, Tuesday, June soth, 
heavy firing all around the lines. Wednesday, July 
Ist, 1863, no castalties in Company ‘bB’ today. MM. 
W. Freeman, Company “B" struck by a spent ball, 
not seriously injured. The enemy mined and blew 
uparedoubt on our left, Hlerbert’s Brigade, kithng 
wud wounding in 3rd Louisiana forty nen. Thurs- 
day; July 2nd; heavy tiring: luby ord. lriday, thaw 
of truce at 10:00 o’cloek and cessation of hostilities 
all around the dines. Terms of capitulation of 
Vicksburg Garrison being arranged between Cen- 
erals Grant and Pemberton. The rations are 
exhausted, no deliverance as come and that gar- 
rison has to surrender, The terms are agreed upon 
and on the amorrow the surrender will take place: 
duly 4th, i563, Saturday, the Army of Vieksburg 
capitulated, the officers retaining their side arms 
and private property, The snrrender took place at 
10;00 a. m., and we marched out of the trenches and 
the enemy took possession of them. By the terms 
the garrison was to be paroled. Sunday, July 4th, 
army waiting for paroles. Monday, July 6th, still 
waiting, to be paroled and washing clothes and get- 
ling Yankee rations. The enemy treated the garri- 
son kindly. Tuesday, July 7th, Wednesday, July 
sth, “Chorsday, July 9th, Friday. chins 0th, and 
Saturday, July llth waiting for paroles to be pre- 
pared by the enemy, and on the 11th of July, 103. 
the whole army was put through the enemy's lines 
wnd marched that day to Big Black, twelves miles 
from Vieksburg. Sunday, July 12th, garrison took 
the line of march for Brandon and aimarched that 





day to Pearl River. Monday, July 13th, marched to 
Brandon. The army marched in no order. At Bran- 
dou the commands came up, and orders were issued 
to narch to linterprise, Mississippi. The men of the 
several commands at Brandon dispersed, and the 
men took the different roads homeward. The ofli- 
cers Jeft Brandon, Tuesday, July 14th; of Company 
“B,’ Lieuts. Wier and Latham and Capt. Willett 
and Corporal Hildreth and that day marched to Dr, 
Comnor’s. Wednesday, July 15th and Thursday, 
July 16th, Friday, July 17th, Saturday, July 18th 
awnd Sunday, July 19th, was tuken up in making the 
march to Enterprise. At Iinterprise Gen, Pemberton 
issued an order furloughing the army for thirty 
days, and to reportat Demopolis, Alabama, on 23rd 
day of August. Capt. Willett and Lieut. Lathain 
sent their horses and mules home by Hildreth. He 
started on morning of 20th of July, and on 2Ist of 
July, Monday, the three officers of Company ‘B,” 
Lients. Wier and Latham and Capt. Willett started 
by daylight in cars for Macon, Mississippi; got there 
at 10:00 a. m.and hired a hack and started for home, 
and arrived at Carrollton at 9:00 o’clock p. 1n., July 
2Ist. 1865. Capt. Willett and Lieut. Wier were in 
feeble health, but we got home once more after an 
absence of a year and after much suffering and 
exposure, In the meantime the men of Company 
“PB 40th Alabama were all getting home, some by 
rail and soine walked ali the way. Some few were 
left sick on the way, but all reached home but Ifuyh 
J. Robinson who was left in hospital at Brandon 
and must have died as he has never been heard from, 
Jno. E. McManus, Private Company ‘‘B” 40th Ala- 
hama Regiment, died at Vicksburg, July lth, 1865, 
We left in the hands of the enemy our sick and 
wounded, towit' A. ‘T. Howell, P. I. Williams, G. 
W. Acker, W. J. doves, Thos. Cameron and Jno R, 


Weems wounded, W. D. Smith and Josh. Wood 
sick, and J]. Kasterling nurse, in hospital. cAll of 
Whom Were afterwards sent to Mobile, \labama. 
and all reached home but one. Jno. Ro. Weems got 
Within four miles of home and died about loth of 
Anesth) S05. Mary U'thy 1865, theway Vieksbure 
was Invested Jno. C. Pratt and Jos. Collins, Privates 
Company “b 40th Alabama, having been sent to 
famp Timmons were captured and as prisoners of 
war were sent to Fort Delaware where they both 
died, the dates of their death mot known. There 
werg several men of Company “b™ left on Deer 
Greck sick who were not captured, towit: B.C. 
Acker, das. lf Varker and pergt, Wo? Galley, who 
afterwards with Compaaties tA,” oo Dagger, hf cs 
joined Johnston's arniy., Sergt. W. PRP. Calley 
detached to gather up beeves on Deer Creek died at 
(fipt, Wallis” farur duly Ist, Is6s, of congestion, 
Acker and Parker returned to their command after- 
wards. Company BO and the officers under said 
order returned home to spend amouth, except the 
siek and wounded left) behind, and to recruit Cheir 
vhinost broken constitutions, The time was pleas- 
anthly spent with loved ones at home. The season 
was a bountifal one, fruit of all kinds and gardens 
of rarest vegetable, Tt was a happy time for the 
soldier to get such rest at such a time among Jared 
ones after such an ardious campaign as the Missis- 
Sippi cainpaign bad proved. On the 23rd day of 
Angust the officers and men of Company ‘f3°" were 
otdered to report at Demopolis, Alabama, at parole 
euimps. On the 2ist day of August Capt. Willett, 
Lients. Lathan and Wier left home for Demopolis, 
with Corporals Maton, Pildreth, Privates Russell 
noel asselle-Gralimaiic: hisiisaAs Prad Gs ates 
aid 108. bavender and arrred) theme on ‘thre 24th 
duy of August, went to parole camp. But few ollt- 


cers and men had reported, and the enlisted men of 
Company “Ball returned home. The officers 
remained until September ist, 1863, and were all 
detailed to go to their homes for fifteen days, or to 
the places where their commands were raised, and 
assemble the men and return with them to parole 
cainps. Lieuts. Latham and Wier and Capt. Willett 
with said orders returned home, arrived there the 
4th of September, 1863. and used every diligence and 
persnaston to get the men to return to parole camps, 
but few were Induced to return, On the isth of Sep- 
bemiber, ESG5, said officers returned to Demopolis, 
Alabama, started the Eth September and went to 
Macon, Mississippi, next day to Meridian and loth 
to Demopols, Alabama, but few of the command 
returned at that time, some few, perhaps as maby as 
ten, We remained there nnotib 2sth of September 
when Capt. Willett was detatied from Company Bo 
to return to Piekebs and compel the return of his 
commana, the same having been exchanged the ith 
of Seplember, fs65. Capt. Willett went home on or 
about the zsth of September, (865, on that business, 
Inthe meantime nearly all his company believing 
they were exchanged had started to Demopolis. Tle 
ordered and sent off those remaining except some 
siek and wounded, Capt, Willett returned to Demop- 
olis the loth of October, 1855, and by that time the 
conmnabd Company BO was nearly all at Demopo- 
fis, THe Regiment had by this time nearhy all come 
to camps. Touts, cooking utensits., axes and eamp 
eqnhipage was very searee, but we made out to vet 
along, got rations sufficient and in the meantime 
were armed with old muskets very common. The 
Reyviment drilled several days at) Demopolis and 
were reviewed by Cren, Moore, Caen. Llardee, Cren, 
Jolmstom and President Davis. The troops at Demop- 
olis were Cockerell’s Missouri Lrigade, Moore's Bri- 
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vade and Pettus’ Brigade of Alabamians. On Thurs 
day 29th day of October, 1863, Moore’s Brigade took 
the cars al Demopolis for Chickamauga. Pettas’ 
Biigade from same place had left before for Chicka 

nies: “The Drivade auwrivedsat Sela, Ati. 
the same day in the evening, and remained i cot- 
ton sheds that might near the artesian well. Ut 
roined “all ineht. Next day, Gerohor job, Tes, 
rriday, at 11:00 clock a.m. the 40th and 42nd Ala- 
bata took the boat R.oB. Paney for Montgomery, 
Alabama, traveled all that day and night following 
on the boat ina hard and cold rain, Company ‘BY 
being on the tirricane deck. Just at daylight, Sat- 
nrday morning, October Sist, 1865, the boat landed 
at Montgomery, Alabamacand foth and nad Alabama 
Regiments were marched to lair Ciround, About 
smue tinne 37th Alabama Regiment came on boat, 
Joell Davis. That day was taken up drying blankets 
and baggage and getting and cooking rations for 
the trip. Capt, Willett called on Judge Cltherall 
and dodged with him that wight at his residence. 
Mrs. Clitherall prepared a nice Junch for his haver- 
sack, and before day next morning Judge Clitherall 
sent Capt. Willett in his bugey to the camp of 40th 
Alabama near depot. AtCt:00 o'clock, November ist, 
Ish thes thlie Was heady to —ainar ns Shae AV st 
Pott. --adProwent con merits atl se ran 
dirived that. evening at cdark ato West Point, 
November 2inds 4200 2. ine lefici trait for Nai, 
Georgia, and arrived there that night at dark. 
Novelnber Srd, is65, remained at Athiunta near City 
Hall drawing and cooking rations for the aareh 
farther on. November 4th, 'soen, deft Atlanta in 
trot for Chickamangn at coo alock anh arrived 
there before daylight November oth. t865, it being 
cold and rainy. At 1:00 @eloeck a.m, took up the 
line of inarch from the station to the front on Look- 
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out Mountain. Marched all day and part of the 
night im rain and mud, then bivouaced in an old 
field in the valley of Chattanooga that night with- 
ont wood or water and it raining all night.  Novem- 
ber Gth, 1863, arrived at camp at the base of the 
Mountain and prepared for temporary camp. 
Remained there 7th, Sth and 9th of November 
doing pieket dnty on Chattanooga Creek with 
Walker's Division, On 10th Company “B’* had an 
election for 2nd Junior Licutenant to fill the vacaney 
occasioned by resignation of Lieut. Terry. — Ist 
Seret. fh. oD. Vance was elected. On same day the 
40th and 42nd Alabama marched to west side of 
Lookout Mountain and remained there in reserve 
loth, llth and l2th of November, Kach Company 
left a detail at cainp to cook and carry rations to 
company on monntain distant three mites. The 
weather was very cold and frosty, bnt we made 
large fires, slept on the ground and kept comforta- 
ble with our blankets bivonacing on the mountain. 
About this time ofth Alabama joined us. Gien, 
Moore made his headquarters at the Craven Tlouse. 
On Friday, 15th November, went on picket, whole 
Regiment, on Lookont Creek at 2:00 o'clock p.m... 
and returned on dtth at same time back to the 
reserve, Nothing of note occurred on picket. There 
wis no firing among piekets, the forees picketed on 
each bik oof Lookout Creek. l4th November 
remained on the Mountain. Sunday, 15th Novem- 
ber, 40th Alabama went on picket on Lookout Creek 
and Chattanooga Creek. Came off pieket Monday 
evening, 16th. Tnesday, (7th November, 1863. fifty 
men from Oth Alabama were detailed for pieket, 
Wednesday, 18th, one hundred and fifty men were 
detatled for picket and fatigue. The 40th, 42nd and 
37th Alabama Regiments moved camps to east of 
Craven llouse three hundred yards, 
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Thursday, November 19th, 1863, Capt. Willett 
with seventy-five men was sent on pieket, the Bri- 
gade picket under command of Maj. Slayton 37th 
Alabama. The picket line of Moore's Lrigvade 
extended from Pea Vine Creek cast of Lookout 
Mountain, thence down that creek to Chattanooga 
Creek, thence down it, to point where raiiroad 
bridge of M. & C. RR. R. crosses the creek, thence 
down railroad to the point where it leaves the Ten- 
nessee River, thence down Tennessee River to mouth 
of Lookout Creek, thence up that creek to the trrnu- 
pike bridge (burnt across Lookout Creek). Also on 
same day a heavy detail was ordered to dig rifle 
pits. After twenty-four hours of pieket duty Capt. 
Willett returned to camp, nothing of mterest liap- 
penne, Friday, November 20th, was relieved from 
picket at 3:00 o'clock pom. Capt. Willett and Ltents, 
Latham and Wier encamped under a big rock and 
made a fire place of rocks and fenced around with 
siume and were very well protected from wind and 
rain. Saturday, November Vist. s65, it rained all 
day and part of the night before. The Brigade had 
hot a tent. 2nd Lient. Jas. A. Latham was) pro- 
moted to Ist Lieut. Company "RB? view Lieut. 2b. 
Terry resigned, to take rank from October lth, bs6o, 
Lieut. d. HH. Wier was promoted to 2nd Senior Tieu- 
tenant, Sanday, November 22nd, 1865, Cape. Willett 
was by order of Gen. Bragg detailed a ientber of i¢ 
General Courtinartial for Cheatbames Division, Har 
dee’s Corps ALP. The Court was as follows: 
Ist: Maj. J. CO. Gordon, Ist Confederate Cleargia 

Regiment, 
rnd: Capt... Kendrick. 33th Ababama Regiment. 
rds. Vapi. Dp AV ltety 0th Adabania Mev innent, 


dth: Capt. SoS. Giallard, 42nd Alabama Keg tient. 
Sth: Capt. H.J. Bowen. S4th Mississippi Regiment, 
6th: Capt. Ll. b. Griffin, 29th Mississippi Regiment. 
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ith: Capt. C. M. Pepper, 27th Mississippt Regiment. 
Sth: Capt. RoW. Williamson, 29th Mississippi Reg- 
He, A. AS 


The three Jast named were relieved aud Cien. 
Hlardee made a further detail, towit: 


Capt. ©. la. Thompson, 16th Tennessee Regiment. 
OW. B. Petty. sth Tennessee Regiment, 
OS. Cobbs, dath Alabama Regiment, J. A. 


The Court was ordered to convene on the 25rd 
of November, 1863, within the lines of Cheathaim’s 
Division. Monday, November 23rd, 1863, the usual 
picket and fatigue took place. On the right of Mis- 
sionary Ridge a heavy skirmish took place. The 
enemy were repulsed with considerable loss. Onur 
loss awNsiroG se leaves. “Phts daa hicitte Wier, Cont: 
pauy BB’? was detatled for picket. 

Tuesday, November 24th, 18035, this is a day lone 
to be remembered. It was foggy and rainy and the 
whole of Lookout Mountat was enveloped in dense 
foce ad oanist. A battle was expected, but the 
opposing armies could not see the movements of 
the other, larly the Court Martial was adjourned 
wud ordered by Gen, Jackson commanding Cheat- 
ham’s Division to their commands at 9:00 a.m. | 
found Moore’s Brigade in line of battle. The only 
other Brigade on the Monntain was Walthall’s Bri- 
wade. The trenches had been made so that Wal- 
thall’s Brigade occupied the line from the peak of 
Lookout Mountain to the Craven House and Moore's 
Brigade from ohis right to Chattanooga Creek, 
About 8:00 o'clock a.m. the enemy drove in Wal- 
thall’s piekets and from the deft commenced the 
assault. Walthall went beyond his works to receive 
the enemy and fought back and up the Motutain, 
They passed his left flank in great foree and cap 
tured two thirds of his Brigade. This troops were 
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Whipped and in great confusion before he got back 
to the place fixed to fight. They could not be rallied 
at the Craven Hlouse. Gen. Moore had his Brigade 
In position to the right of the Craven Jlonse and 
repulsed the foe handsomely in front, but there 
being no support to Walthalls Brigade the enemy 
In pursuing them passed the left flank of Moore's 
Brigade and were soon infilading our ditch. The 
brigade fell back a short distance, then a charge 
Was ordered and the enemy driven beyond our 
trenches. It was soon perceived that the cneimy 
driving Walthal?s Brigade were passing or left 
Hank. Cen, Moore then ordered tis Brigade to fall 
buek on next ridge some three hundred yards and 
wait reinforcements on the line of Walthalls Bri- 
gade., Cien. Pettus came up and formed on the ling 
of Moore’s Brigade and the fight continued until 
1:40 O'clock at night. In the meantime Pettus’ 
Brigade was relieved by Clayton's Brigade. The 
light was extremely cold, and Moore’s Brigade built 
wrock fence expecting an assault carly next morn- 
ing, when at 12:00 o'clock inght the whole force 
on Lookout Mountain was ordered to quietly with- 
draw, commencing on the deft. Moore's Brigade 
was last leaving the Mountain, The picket force of 
Moore’s Brigade on Lookout Creek under Maj. Slay- 
ton of 3¢th Alabama were nearly all captured. Of 
Company B 40th Alabama Regiment the follow- 
ing were captured on picket, towit: 2nd sr. Lreut. 
Jas. HM, Wier, Corporals A. W. Largcent eid Jiao. oA. 
Hessell, Privates Jno... Strickland, Jas. 1. Reddish, 
Thos. kK. Reynolds, Samir] Robinson, Win, i. Philips 
and Wan. Do Smith. Moore's Brigade with the other 
forces on the Mountain marehed all night and until 
Next morning ab sunrise, When it was halted to rest 
one hour. Then we took the line of march for Mis- 
sionary Ridge and went tu the right of the army. 
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Ilardee’s corps was on the right in the following 
order: Cleburne’s Division first, Stephenson's Division 
second, Walker's Division third and Cheathaais 
Division (of which Moore’s Brigade made iw part) 
the fourth. Jlindimam’s, Stewart's, Breekinridge’s 
and Buckhers Divisions were on the left and left 
center, About 11:00 o'clock a. in. we took our posi- 
tions, and afterwards the battle of Missionary 
Ridge commenced on the right. ‘This was Novem- 
bey ation PSH OAS GL esOEV S SVe. WEE aiaeved 
farther to the right about moou. Our aris were 
successful ou the right and we were moved back 
to our first position to await the assault of the 
chnemy who were coming in vreat force. Our artill- 
ery pourcd so deadly a fire that the enciiy moved to 
the deft still farther about a aniles and on the left 
and deft center made an assault. Our left without 
much fighting broke and the ehemy gained the 
ridge, und then towards the right conmnenecd an 
infiladigy fire and a fire in front. The line wis 
broken te Moore's Brigade, Gen. Moore with oth 
Alabuniichanged frontto rear, and with +2nd ound 
s7th Alabama Regiments faced to the front awaited 
the assautt, but lis Brizade held their ground until 
nearly dark owheu a retreat owas ordered of tie 
Whole right across Chickamauga Creek. Moore's 
Brigade held their position until all the artillery on 
the righ} got af safely. —-The whole right retreated 
inorder; the left th great disorder. losing: must of its 
artillery, The enemy were heavily repulsed on the 
meht. We captured seven flags and four hundred 
prisoners. The loss to ourarmy on 2th and 2ath of 
November was three thousand prisoners, The {oth 
Adabamua had six killed aud forty wounded, Capts, 
Coleman and Gronson were severely wounded. J, 
Ay Durnipseed tid “Clayton, Conner” ol Mele: 
ens Connty were killed. od. Mo Bash amd ot. Lacie 





“B? were slightly wounded. On the 
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night of 2oth of November the whole arniv., wavens, 
artillery and men, exeept those captured and killed, 
erossed) Chickamanga Creek. Cleburne’s Division 
wan niade the rear enard of the army. The arniv 
marched until 12:00 o'clock that wight and biveu- 
aced for two hours, and comtinhed the retreat 
towards Dalton, Georgia, The Corps of Crem. Laouse- 
street the Ist of November with Buekner’s Division 
had been sent to Kaoxville. Tennessee, to attack 
Darnside, That move very taneh weakened the 
army of Cien, Brage. and then tis line on Misstonary 
Ridge was seven miles long. and he had no reserves 
after making the necessary dispositions of the 
troops he then had. But the left broke without 
inuking the fight they could lave made. hey were 
by somte means panic stricken at the great force 
assatiting them. Tt was unfortunate that they 
could see all the movements of the cnemy ain the 
valley below. Auyhow the tighting was not severe 
enough for the position the Confederates held. 
Novetnber 26th, 1563, the retreat of the army con- 
tinned, and reached at night a place to bivatae one 
mile south of Ringgold. Georgia. Here the army 
slept for the night, it betug the first sleep or rest the 
{th Alabama had been able to take since the 25rd 
of November, The troops were mueh wearted for 
want of rest. The wagon trains kept ap, but on 
account of the badness of the roads and the seare fo 
the Quartermasters many articles of baggage were 
thrown away on the retreat. November 27th, ps6, 
the army continued its mareh to Dalton and arrived 
there about sunset. On this day a severe battle was 
fought between Crea, Cleburie’s Pivistou, the rear 
eoard of our army, and the pitts coueny neue 
Ringold. Gen, Cleburne reprised the enemy with 
heavy loss, faking four hundred prisoners aud four 
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Hits of colors. After this’ repilis® the conemy 
made no farther pursuit but fell back to Missionary 
Midge and Chattanooga, Thre Coufedcrate Army 
encamped aronud Dallon on the nreht of 2rth of 
November, Cheatham’ s Division on the Resagea road, 
Without tents, axes and rations. Moab was issued 
and also beef. The bread was cooled jin tlie ashes 
oron boards and the beef roasted by fires. The 
weather was very cold and taving no axes and a 
cold rain falling made it very severe. Tho soldiers 
had the cold wet ground to sleep on and slept but 
little. It was too cold to sleep uader one blouket. 
The confusion consequent upon the retreat passed 
and order was restored, and the whole arn seltled 
down quictly around Dalton at places convetient to 
wood and water, 

November 23th, 2th and ooth the artis bivore 
ec Vietiel halon tite: was hl deere 2a the 
sacral Drisielesacnicd iitions oF beer did fiaeal wire 
lashed. Cupt. Willett aud Lieut. Lovie s baveige 
came safely tutous Cheir axe aid seia. eoosane aten 
sdls, tents, ete. On the miehtofan 0 th oof Novens 
De erle Iniea- ihc ays Ui. Aap ultie -abail tate tlc cena yon rr Las 
Compatiy da Teh e Mipbiiias ee erty aaiseg 4d 
from camp of 40th Mdabaamea Regia at. 

Pecenrber late Dato. Cotph. Waits Seay a elas 
eraphiecdispaicieie ls awile ARSC Se SVctlet Mat 
the resulp of the batiles of Lookout) Mootucsaia aid 
Alissroniiny ade ail “Line -Cusnitltics. a Ubniiiny 
es he a Si he “Colitis: Aiiesieka pp 0 
mds being as vet open to Dalton. die sentoa letter 
ty lrertocbeaniled itil be tly ile os. dosh 
Aso Sent her a derter vw aie Noweriber 2h hy 
someone to be mailed at Athiite. Deceitur tid 
und 3rd remained at the same bivonie on the aide, 
OQithe Srdo othe General Courtoiirtial for Cheat- 
hawis Division, of whieh Capt. Willett was a imei 


ber, reorganized at Mr. Keys, near the tank south 
of Dalton on railroad. December 4th, 4th, tth and 
‘th the 40th Alabama with the Diviston remained 
at the saine place getting wood and making them- 
selves as comfortable as possible. On the 6th of 
December Sergeant Gilkey got a furlough for forty 
days by reason of having furnished a reeruit: under 
General Order 187. His leave expires on the 14th 
day of January, 1864. Tuesday, December sth, 1863, 
the 4Uth Alabama with Cheatham’s Division moved 
camp two miles east of the railroad and three aniles 
south of Dalton in a large forest and had camps 
regular laid off for brigades, regunents and compa- 
nies, and all commenced building Winter quarters, 
to wit: cabins or huts. But axes being scarce, the 
work progressed slowly. Moore’s Brigade since it 
left Demopolis, Alabama, was armed with old mus- 
kets. They were taken in and new Austrian rifles 
issued to the whole Brigade, so that now the Bri- 
vade is well armed again. Wan. Barham and Jere 
Davis returned from hospital. The Courtimartial 
was moved to Antioch Chureh within the lines of 
the Division. Thursday, December 9th, 1865, R.A. 
Jones and J. W, tlorton returned to camps from 
home where they had been sick. December 10th, 
Lith, 12th, 13th, 4th and 15th nothing unusual took 
place. Vhe Company ’’B” continued building Win- 
ter quarters. Sergeant Hilreth obtained on ith a 
furlough fér forty days by reason of having fur- 
nished a recruit. His leave will expire on the 24th 
day of January, 1864. December 16th, 17th, 1sth 
and 1th the weather very cold. The building of 
cabins goes on. Private H. lasterling obtained 
x furlough: on 19th for torty dys hy reason of 
having furnished a recruit. His leave expires on 
27th day of January, 1864. KR. Hunnientt was 


furloughed from Newnan Hospital for thirty days 
from December.3rd, 1865, to go home. 
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December 20th, 21st, 22nd, 25rd, 24th and 23th 
the weather extremely cold. Company ‘B’’ finished 
their cabins and took the preinium, to wit: one gal- 
lon of brandy for the best set of cabins in the Regi- 
ment. The Commissary also issued one gallon of 
whisky to the Company for Christmas ‘‘draim’’, 
Christmas was a day of little pleasure to the Army 
of Tennessee in North Georgia. Nothing to buy, 
rations—beef and meal, and extremely cold weather; 
we had nothing of what usually makes Christmas 
pleasant. Away from home, family and friends 
and good cheer— it had the name, that was all, to 
the soldiery. This is the second Christmas we have 
spent away from loved ones and sweet home. 

December 26th, 27th, 2sth, 29th, 50th and 38ist 
nothing doing in the way of army movements. The 
weather still continues to get colder and the earth 
to freeze deeper. Company ‘Bb? in thei cabins 
much protected from the cold. Rations very short, 
beef and meal, poor beef and not enough bread. No 
drilling. But little duing besides getting wood and 
trying to keep warm, Capt. Willett still continues 
on the General Courtmartial, 

JANUARY Isr. Ised. 

Gen, Jos. EK. Johnston vice Gen. Bragy took 
command of the Army of Tennessee. By General 
Order 227 a system of furloughs is adopted, to wit: 
oue enlisted man for every thirty men and a leave 
of absence for one officer where there are three in 
the Company for duty. Under this order Company 
‘B”’ was entitled to two furloughs and a leave of 
absence for one officer. Lots were cast by the men 
to decide who should go, and W. L. Lipsey and Bow- 
man Elmore were the lucky ones. They left for 
home on this day. ‘Their leave will expire on the 
20th of January, 1s64, then two others will go home, 
Julius Shirley returned this day from hospital, 


o4 


(ott, Willett sent letter to his wife by Lipsey. The 
io. ds itensely cold. On the 3ist of December, 
Phos. Company 'B? was mustered for six menths 
pax hy ColLMoreen. of 4th Alabama,  Wlice pay of 
Those who did not report at Demopolis, \labama. on 
(hee Qard of Angust, 1863, was dedteted until they 
diol report. 

January 2nd, 1564, continued cold. No army 
coovements. Army doing but little excepl getting 
ood,  Courtmartial continues. The four deserters 

af Company “B,” towit: L., E., BE. and I., were eap- 
ated im Cherokee County, Ala., and brought back. 
harves and specifications were preferred, and they 
sore tried by the Corps Court and sentenced, the 
coree ts to be marked with letter Don deft hip and 
oar barrel shirt. L. to have his head halt shaved, 

av barrel shirt ten days and marched through the 
ciyvade with musie and a guard at chairee bayonet, 
vinuch for deserting the service! January cid, Psd, 

ry Cold: sdanvagy ith, sub oth, 7 Chih sid 
roth, 1854, still in cabins aud extremely celd.  Dur- 
Joy these days the Company was paid four sia months 
i December dlst, 1863, commutation for clothing 
Nook pond, 

January Lith, 1864, Lieut. Latham obtained a 
vive of absence for thirty days to visit his diame, 
iis leave will expire on the vth day of I’cbruary, 
et by i 

D. 5. Lavendar returned to camps from home 
where he had been sick. January l2th. foth, Tith 

1d toth, cold weather still continues. No amny 
roovements. Company “BB? and ttth ATabama still 
winter quarters. 

Jannary 16th, ith and sth, ne ary move- 
ments. The cold weather still continttes., but uot so 
-verg; on 7th and Isth rain sucecedcd by snow, 
Gat cid Very TM “Colo PO Shane eres. aah 


night of 


absence. 
wear. gl ahs; 


to hospital. 


eee 1. OLE, 


» 
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Isth for home on twenty days leave ca 
Capt. Willett sent by him letter to hi 
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weather. 
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tlis sickness . 
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Jos. Lancaster 
the rate... 48a. « 


Allen, J. M.... 
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Bush, Jaa 
Bush, J. M 
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Brandon, J. 
COOK, dP se Wee 
Collins, Johnathan 
Cameron, J. D.. 
Cole, Li. 
Cameron, Thos 
Channell, T. A 
Curry, J. HH 
Davis, Jere ........ 
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Wed Ss <Jioo Wi eee o 
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Elmore, W. R 
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Klnore, “J. 
Khnore, J. J 


Sided. Tee a Sess 


Mlimore, Bowman........... 


Elmore, Jacob.... 
Kreeman, M. W 
Freeman, 1]. A 
Kreeman, M.M..... 
Krench, J. M.... 
(ioodwin, Jno 
Graham, G.M 
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4th Corporal 
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Private 
Private 
Private 
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Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
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Private 
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Micks, D.N., 
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Ticks, Joc 
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Horton, J. W 
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In the original diary there appenrs after each 
Dame a personal deseription of cach man who died 
in the service, giving his age, color of eyes, color of 
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hair, complexion, size, where born, otcupation 
before enlistment, when, where, by whom and for 
what period enlisted, and when, where and from 
what cause he died. 


Friday, January 22nd, 1864, no army move- 
ments. Frosty nights and sunny days. Capt. Wil- 
lett still on the General Courtmartial. Jamnary 2ord 
and 24th no movements. Weather sunny with cold 
nights. Sergt. 8S. Hildreth returned from home and 
brought a general supply of provisions for the com- 
pany. January 2dth, 26th and 27th no moycments of 
note. January 2sth Moore’s Brigade was ordered 
five miles south of camp on railroad above ‘Tillon to 
work the road. Remained there eleven days. Jan- 
wary 28th; 29th, 50th sist, Pebriary, ist, pial drs 
4th, 5th, 6th and 7th. B.D. Willett is in) command 
of 40th Alabama. Cols. Stone and Maj. Gully on 
leave of absence and Col. Higley in command of 
srigade. February 7th, 1864, the Brigade came 
back to their old camps. February sth and oth 
nothing transpired of note. ATL this imonth the 
weather tine. On the 9th Lieut Latham returned 
from home on leave and bronght considerable pro- 
visions for the officers iness and the company. Ifebru- 
ary 10th and 11th nothing of interest appeared. Feb- 
rnary 12th, 1864, Capt. Willett got leave of absence 
for thirty days and started home with J. Il. Curry 
for twenty days. On same day Moore's Brigade 
was ordered to join Stewart's Division Jloods Corps 
in place of Strahl’s Brigade transferred to Cheat- 
hain’s Division Hardee’s Corps. The two Brigades 
changed camps or cabins the same day. The 
exchange was made to get the Tennessecans to 
their old division coinmander, Stewart's Division 
was then, or now composed of Clayton’s, Gibson's, 
Stovall’s and Moore’s (now Baker's) Brigades, Gen, 
Moore about this time having resigned. by the 
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exchange the 40th Alabama and whole Brigade did 
not get near so good cabins as they had before. 
Alpheus Baker, Jr., of Alabama, is now Brigadier 
General of Moore’s old Brigade. Our Brigade con- 
tinued in their winter quarters from February 12th, 
1864, to February 23rd, 1864, when the enemy made 
an attack on our lines near Rocky Face Moun- 
tain Gap where the railroad leads through the 
Ridge, and at Crows’ Gap. The engagement Was 
not a general one. The fighting and skinnishing 
continued for three days, 23rd, 24th and 25th of 
February. The heaviest fighting was done by 
Stewart's Division. Also Bates’ and Stephenson's 
were engaged, The enemy made the assaults 
and were handsomely repulsed and driven baek to 
Ringgold. Their loss in killed and wounded was 
not short of 1,000 and 100 prisoners. Our loss was 
about 50 killed and 200 wounded. Our arny then 
went into Winter quarters again, and picketing, 
drilling fatigue and fortifying generally was the 
duty performed by our Division. During the balance 
of March and February, and to this date, April cth, 
is64, furloughing the Army of Tennesse on re-enlist- 
ing one to every ten men continned, until the Sth of 
April, 18h4, when that order 14 was revoked and 
General Order 227 continned which gives a furlough 
to every twenty-five men present for duty. licut, 
ki. D. Vance received a leave of absenee for twenty - 
tive days and left for home on the Soth of March, 
1864, To this date, Apmil 7th, 1864, some twenty-one 
have been furlonughed since the Ist of December, 
1863. The health and spirits of Company "band the 
Army of Tennessee is good. Very little stekness 
and the rations better and the water good. There 
are seventy-one men and officers in Company “Bo 
present for duty except one present sick. but not 
dangerous. The Lieut. J. WT. Wier and eight men 


captured at Lookout Mountain are still prisoners. 
At home are the following of Company “Bs Thos. 
Garncron, “Or W. Asker. WV. Slo honesavounded=at 
Vieksburg. Also J. M. Alen. disabled by a fall. 
Adee War Wand ek Belg: ). sll oistek- Tire 
lotglr, We. TE Jones ds at dina fortorty davssoit @ 
feerinitc.: Ewell tally AV.  dcindres Node, nels 
and Hlmore are now on furlough for twenty days 
under re-enlistment forthe war. 1. N. tliecks was 
appointed Clerk of the Cirenmit: Conrt of Pickens 
County, Alabama, and his papers forwarded to 
Richmond for discharge. This was about the 13th 
of March when he was appointed, April ith, 1864, a 
big sham battle with Tlardee’s Corps took place 
today, Thursday. Wriday, April 8th, Isé1, a general 
rest day for the army. By prochkanation a day of 
Fasting and prayer; and acold rainy and windy day. 
No army movements near Dalton, Georgia, between 
wry al “Pennessee and’ lrederil aiimiy.. aapatariy 
Abst. Tea ereenrine Ss) as Lar and WA 
K. Shaver left on furlough, first for forty days on 
recruit, and two last on order 227 for twenty days. 
s00 mem from Bakers Brigade detailed to work ou 
batteries and redoubts today. Sunday, April loth, 
Is64, brigade inspection and review by Maj. Glen. o\. 
I’. Stewart. A cloudy and cold day. Monday, April 
Lith, i861, Brigade drill by Gen, Baker a.m. and p, 
m., company drill and dress parade. The picket 
details from Brigade continue the wth furnishing 
the detail every third day. This is a beautiful and 
springhkeaday, ePhe tatalpresentsof Contpany “B” 
is 69 enlisted men and 2 officers, and only one on the 
stek list. The water and rations good and still in 
ote Wane aan heise eA pail behlic, ealis Sethi, Poth: 
lth, Jith, 8th. loth, 20th, 2ist, 22nd, 23rd, vith, 25th, 
86th, Weths 2th, 20th and outh still in Winter quar: 
ters. Ifeal€h good, Drilliug aud reviews daily. All 
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things yetting ready for the coming campaign. 

Col. Stone takes sick with pneumonia. Mire 
loughing ceases. May Ist, 2nd, ord and dtl enemy 
threatening and hostilitios about to commence. 
May 4th Col. TL QO. Stone died. Lieut. Woodward 
took his body home. P. Ll. Wilhams, Company "3? 
went with him. Attack expected. Wagons loaded 
and ready to move. May 6th, ist4, went to trenches. 
Waited an attack all day. Returned at might to 
eunp to cook rations. Keeping the train loaded. 
May 7th enemy drove in cavalry. Took Tunnel Trill, 
Setwart’s Division advanced to burnt bridge to sup- 
port cavalry till all passed. Returned to trenches. 
ln evening advanced and took possession of range 
of hulls in front. 12:00 o'clock night fell back to old 
position, May sth. Sunday, remaincd ato works. 
Si Com puniesit, <u, Cae Panel Laie eerie 2 
Willett sent to skirmish.  tlad severe skirmish, 
Kell back from Dald Tlill Remained until 12:00 
o'clock night. Returned to works except A and 
1 in redoubts aud Moon picket. Batthe expeeted 
next Qnorning.  Jleavy fightiog on right and 
left. May vth, Monday, relieved by Bates’ Divis- 
ion. Marched to cast side of railroad.  iemuined 
tht «he. “Piteaduy Qlaty? 10a, aa. nine: an) alas, 
Heavy tehting on mountain. sth Whabamia and 
Company A STth Alabama engaged cuemy, | fnceniy 
repulsed, May dith, 2nd and Seth Adabamoe in re- 
doubts, 40th and 54 1n trenches. Miry l2th, Thursday, 
at 3:00 a.m. lbh and Sith relieved Sith and tnd on 
mountain, lMvening cnemy made heavy assault to 
tuke heights. Repulsed. Won. Barham and Creo, 
W. lrwin mortkodly wounded) tn thighs, Waa. Hi. 
eriiiies scmerel sy: Te “arin, clk ol “Codi pads As. 
Othersshvhalyovcandud in Conipuay: hh OC. 
le Marsh “Gonipaigys lee killed. APaas: andreas. ia 
Regiment Killed and wounded. May sth. rriday, 
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returned to works, relieved by Stovall’s Brigade. At 
10:00 pom. Stewart's and Bate’s Divisions fell back 
twounles above Resaca. Arrived morning of 14th. 
In line near railroad, May 4th, Saturday, heavy 
battle fought all day. Stewart’s Division not en- 
vaged until evening. Madea charge one and a half 
niles. Drove the enemy. Capt. Willett in charge 
of skirmish lines. May 15th, Sunday, heavy fight- 
ingonleft aud right all day. Stewart’s Division 
made uw charge, Baker's Brigade lost heavily. Tn 
morning Lieut. Latham wounded in thigh, R. FF, 
Ilunnicut killed. 1. ‘Ph. Cole severely wounded and 
left im hands of enemy, J. A. Byars aud Jas. Elmore 
severely wounded, AMlany others in Coinpany “3B” 
slightly wounded. Tt wasa terrible assault. Sun- 
day night the whole army fell back towards WKing- 
ston on the Cassville road. Stewart's Division the 
rear guard, May 16th, Monday, fell farther back 
on suine road to near Calhoun. Bivouaced until 
inorning. May ith, Tuesday, retreated to Adairs- 
ville. Arrived at noon. Formed line of battle. 
Rear guard had a severe skirmish, At $2:00 night 
beyan retreat to Cassville. May sth, Wednesday, 
fell back to Cassville, arrived at noon. Bivouaced. 
Drew rations. Siept that night. Army massed 
about Cassville and Kingston, May 19th, Thursday, 
at Cassville, retreat secs to end, Army in posi- 
tion, The great battle expected. Battle order issued 
at Resaca. On Lith and bith Confederate loss 3,000. 
Kederal loss 20,000, Company “'B’? 54 men and three 
officers; how tl inen and 2 officers. Lipsey, Locke. 
Williams, Lavender, Coward, Lec, Brandon, Collins, 
wd Cirtham at hospital before fight. 4oth Alabama 
ai inthe killer wounded, six missing. C.S. EI- 
more returned from hrospital and W. R. McAteer. 
(ireat preparations for battle at night. Being 
Nanked at Rome compelled further retreat. 1 com- 
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mmenced at midnight. May 20th, Friday, army fell 
back to Mtowah River, erossed and burnt railroad 
bridge. Stewart's Division at 9:00 a.m. Retreat 
slow thus far and dogged. Army ready to fight all 
the thoe. Wnermy avoid battle and move around 
Nanks. Army bivouaced on ridges on east side of 
Ktowah, All government property brought. off. 
May Ist. Saturday, early a.m. Stewart's Division 
moved one and one half miles east to bivouac. 
Hood’s Corps during retreat moved east of railroad, 
Remained wll day. Drew rations. Wrote letter to 
wife and one to brother. This is my birthday. May 
Yvnd and 23rd remained at same bivouac resting. 
May vith, ‘Tnesday, Hood's Corps marched from 
Etowah seven miles towards Dallas and bivouaced. 
Hardee's Corps before us. Rained at mght. Near 
line of Bartow and Dallas Counties. May 25th, 
Wednesday, inarched to left of army at New Hope 
Church, Fought a great battle that day, commenc- 
ne oat 1:00 pram. Stewart's Division mostly and 
hotly cneaged. Baker's and Clayton’s and Stovall's 
Brigades iu front line. Gibson's and Hindman’s 
Divisiens In reserve. In Company “BY? Sam] Pear- 
son killed; W.H. Jones wounded. Many killed and 
wounded in the loth. Phe enemy charged us all the 
evening, but were as often repulsed. Both armies 
close tovether. Battle expeeted on the morrow. 
May 26th, Thursday, heavy skinnishing early. 
Hood reinforced by Polk’s Corps. Little artillery 
used in general chgayement. Rain 24th and 24th, 
J.J. Jennings, MoM. Freeman and J. A, Eads sent 
to hospital DP. od. Williams reports to Dr. Colgin. 
Skirmishing heavy all day at close range. May 27th, 
Kriday. heavy skirmishing, Batteries ereeted on 
both sides and entrenching. Many killed and woun- 
ded iu brigade. Capt. Willett chief of picket. Lieut, 
Vanee at hospital Lieut, Sanders Company ‘h™ in 
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command of Company “Bo, Thave trot slept: an 
hour to dhree days. Ami almost overpowered with 
sleep. lave dozed three times since } commenced 
this note. Now ti:oQ acm. Tn eventng heavy fieht- 
ihe con Stet sine. assist aad SILA Ta 
baana heavy by shelling works. Four in 40th Alaba- 
ra killed and fifteen wounded. Tuo night: relieved 
hy Polk’s Corps. Plood’s Corps pat ou march. This 
day (lebuime had great suecess on our immediate 
rivht, Mba 2ath: waved alleoy ane cane atanieh 
back to same place and bivouaced. In reserve. Ou 
night of 28th slept all night. Receved letter from 
wife by Channell, Lieuts. Vanee and Thompson 
sent to hospital. Channelland B.'T. Black returned 
from hospital and home, righting in’ frout all the 
tine, tleaviest on Cleburne. Sent letter to wife to 
miaibat Athaata. Marched May 29th four miles cast 
towards Ackworth, Relieved cavalry. Hutrenched 
uli igh nights eC miarypenaiy Pie Maivibers: “ales 
of arrival there, Cot some sleep that might. Rati. 
Mary 30th, tse; all adascbehindsvorks. Caipts. «iray 
aad Mitchell ud Alabama wounded. Col. Lanter 
Pid a baie SO el Noy LTGyecoir ey hk asi 
cistalties in Brigade. Sent letter to wite by Barker. 
Shiarpshootie veortiiiies, Ab 00 wa. mi relreved hy 
Clayton's Brigade. May Sist, Puesday, to rearin two 
lIbess todestaday, Nt noon moved to right to releve 
cavalry and entrenched, Seon abandoned, Moved 
hack to same postttou at 5:00 pom. dtmme Ist, 150d, 
Welnesday, lad aatyhts rest. Rested all diay. At 
dharkonotoed tet ron iite: nebiswed (ay toms. oie 
teak, “Vhuredas easy Shnaepsliootin“ ail Pdiagys said 
isl s Ti eae earie. “IQ EverN aay since Maas 
2) ai era tigg. Mabueal Teter ter” ries 
Marlon severcvhy wounded. No charges. June ord, 
Mridiy, dreavy vain. Minddy  trenehes, Continued 
sharpshooting., DB. Mlmore andl d. denunings  re- 


turned from hospital. MeCarty Company ‘lh’ killed. 
Enemy massing on right towards railroad, 
Rain all day and night. 40th, 32nd and 48th Alaba- 
ma left in trenches as picket while army at night 
march to right. June sth, Sunday, at 1:00 o'clock a. 
m. Left trenches in rain, mud and dark. Never 
had so disagreeable and fatigueing march. Never 
halted til noon. Greatly exhausted. It is known 
as theawnaddy march, Rain had fallen three days and 
the roads were nearly impassable. Rested balance 
of day on lost Mountain, Washed mud off clothes. 
Drew a whiskey ration. Slept that night it having 
cleared off. Gibson and Stovall in Hine. Baker and 
Clayton in reserve. June bth, Monday, rested until 
evening. Rain. Tn reserve. Sent letter to wife. 
Some skirmishing. June 7th, Tuesday, ino reserve, 
Corporal Lancaster and Billy Taylor sent to hospital. 
A general quiet in military affairs, Rain in evening. 
dime sth, Wednesday. At sunrise Tlood’s Corps 
Inarched east towards railroad. At noon bivouaced, 
Mat dinner 45 miles northwest of Marietta and one 
Inte West of railroad, Went to front and built 
Works. Finished them that might. June oth, Phars- 
day, worked on trenches until neon, then moved to 
cast side of railroad to new posttion. There that 
hight. Jtme 10th, Friday, received letter from wife 
of 2nd. Kntrenching and skirmishing. On oth 
Sergeant Gilkey returned from home, sick. Brought 
mre pairof shoes. Taylor and Lancester returned 
from hospital, Gilkey sent to hospital. Still rainy 
and wet. Companies D, A, By, Chand Ko under Capt. 
Willett, 150 men on skirmish dine. Rain all day, 
Skirmishing and cannonading on the line. Note on 
our line to sunset. Skirmishing and entrenching. 
Remained all night. June tith, i864, picket relieved 
at S:00 a.m. Stewart’s Division marched to ex- 
treme right two miles. Caibson’s and Stovall's 
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in line. Baker and Clayton in reserve. Stovall and 
Gibson entrenched. Rain all day. Cavalry on 
right. Skirmish to front. Hardee on left, Polk in 
center, Hood on right. June 12th, Sunday, still at 
same bivouac. Rain all day and night. Brigade or- 
dered to trenches there just before night. Rain all 
night. Rain all day and night. Junelsth, Monday, 
still in line. Rain all day. Cool and windy. Col- 
lins and Sheppard returned from hospital. Sergeants 
Eaton and Mitchell sent to hospital. Some skir- 
mishing. June 14th, Tuesday, very cool in morning. 
Cannonading on line near railroad. Sent letter to 
wife. Sunshine once more. Sergeant Thomas sent 
to hospital, Noon 40th Alabama sent on pieket 
14 miles to front. Three companies sent in advance. 
The others threw up works. At 9:00 p.m. all Regi- 
ment sent on picket duty except Company ‘‘B.” Kn- 
trenched picket line. Relieved 37th Alabama. They 
had two killed, three wounded, and seven captured. 
June 15th, 1864, Wednesday, Company ‘**B” in re- 
serve to 9:00a,m. Four wounded, Lieut. Collier se- 
verely inarm. All day enemy massed troops in 
front. At 2:00 p.m.assaulted picket hne with line 
of skirmishers and two lines of battle. 40th had or- 
ders to hold position at all hazards, and were 14 
miles from support. The fight was severe. Redoubts 
taken. 40th lost 146 men and nine officers, Capts. 
Moore and Gantt, Licuts. Hieks, Sanders, Bing- 
ham, Guin, Ward, Moore and Shaver, all of 
Companies k, H, IT and EK on picket, and most 
of A, G and |) were captured. Most of Com- 
panies OC and EF eseaped. Coimnpany *‘B”’ in re- 
serve under orders. Company **b’’ held position. 
Enemy’s line came within seventy-five yards in 
open field and commenced a murderous fire upon 
them. Col. Higley ordered retreat and fell back 
through open field under galling fire. W.V. Vanee 
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Company ‘B”’? was shot in thigh. Soon after shot 
in body and killed. Abram D. Jones shot in left 
arm. It was broken. He was brought off the field 
and had arm amputated. Vance left on field jn 
hands of enemy. One in Company “1? whe 
had tools killed. Tom Williams, John Goodwin and 
others shghtly wounded. We were under a severe 
concentrated fire of a whole line until we passed 
through the open field 500 yards. Lost half of Regi- 
ment. Have noaccount of them. At the redoubts 
it wasa hand to hand tight. Company “B’’ fell 
back one mileto Division at right. Division fell 
back one half mile farther and bivouaced. June 16th 
Thursday, Division moved farther back to right and 
entrenched. No fighting all day of 16th. June L7th, 
Proday, Clayton and Baker in line. Gibson and 8to- 
vallin reserve. Barham and Irwin wounded at 
Rocky Face on 12th May, at Kmpire Hospital in 
Atlanta, Died, the first on 23rd of May and the lat- 
ter of 25th of May, 1864. W. 11. Jones wounded at 
New Hope. Furloughed from Montgomery sixty 
days from Jane 6th. Lieut. Latham got leave of 
absence from Montgomery forthirty days from 
June Ist, 1864. Sent letter to wife. Also one to 
Terry. J. F. Hicks returned from home. Brought 
me pair shoes and letter from wife and Col, Stone of 
date June 10th. Also one from Lieut.  Lath- 
am. Under marching orders all night. June 18th, 
Saturday, Hood's Corps marched all night to left to 
support Polk and Hardee. [It rained very hard until 
2:00 p. Invand till night. At sunset Hood's Corps 
was ordered back tu right. Marched till midnight 
in mud and rain on east side of Kennesaw moun- 
tain. Jt wasa terrible day. Rain and mud, The 
Corps all day in reserve. Baker's Brigade sup- 
ported Cockerell’s. Stewart's Division supported 
French’s Division, No yveneral battle but fierce 
skirmishing. Many killed and wounded. The rain 
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prevented a general battle. The men suffered much, 
Late in evening marched to right. At midnight 
halted one mile northeast of Marietta and bivonaced. 
Rain all night. Lay on palings under wet blankets. 
Rubber cloth to cover. Rested till daylight. On 
left heavy skirmishing all day. Many killed and 
wounded. June 19th, 1864, Sunday, at 8:00 a.m. at 
suine bivouac. Whiskey issued. Dark, rainy and 
cloudy. No prospect of better weather. B. Khnore, 
A. Kilmore, M.S. Jones and T. H. Williams sent to 
hospital. Rained hard all day. In a terrible rain 
marched to left two miles on east side of Kennesaw 
mountain, Halted and fronted and Division marched 
in line of battle to summit of mountain, then to the 
leftand bivouacedas reserve. Mountain rugged and 
bushes wet. Brvouaced on side of mountain. Had 
mess Of Irish potatoes for supper. June 20th, Monday, 
remained all day on mountain supporting Canty’s 
Brigade or Division. Brandonand M.A. Cameron 
returned from hospital. Also B. T. Black. Rain 
today. June 21st, Tuesday, rain. At same bivouac 
supporting Canty’s Division on Kennesaw. Remained 
all night. Rain in morning. At5s:00 a.m. Stew- 
art’s Division, Hindman’s and Stephenson's Divis- 
ions put on march for left. Marched through Ma- 
riettain rain west of railroad. Took Powder Springs 
road. Four miles southwest of town halted to rest. 
The Corps marched to extreme left of army to  pre- 
vent cavalry raid on railroad. Being a reserve ])i- 
vision we do much marching. The sun shines once 
more. Rations of coffee and sugar issued. Compa- 
nies b and C under Capt. Willett sent as Brigade 
picket. June 22nd, Wednesday, on picket with Coin- 
panies Band ©. Division on Marietta and Powder 
Springs road four miles southwest of Marietta and 
one mile west of railroad. Sun shines today. Lipsey 
and 8. Kilmore return from hospital. Wrote letter 
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to wife. Are four miles from our line of battle to- 
wards Dallas. Picket relieved at 4:00 p. m., and Di- 
vision marched two miles farther down Powder 
Springs road towards enemy. , Went to support 
Stephenson and Hindman who were heavily engaged 
with enemy. The fight was severe. Many were 
killed and wounded. Shelling severe. Baker and 
Clayton fourth line, Stovall and Gibson third line, 
supports to Stephenson, engaged. Bivouaced that 
night on line. Karly next morning retired a few 
hundred yards and entrenched third line. Our army 
madethe attaek. Drove the enemy. Loss on both 
sides severe. QOur loss 1,000 killed and wounded. 
We held the battle field. June 28rd, Thursday, in 
trenches till noon, then moved to left two miles to 
fortify on Sand Hills. Gibson and Stovall in trenches. 
Baker and Clayton in reserve. Made works on left 
flank. No rain today and warm. Hard fighting on 
Hardee’s and Loring’s fronts on right. Result not 
known. Sharpshooting all day and night. At 
bivonac on sand hills. There has been rain daily for 
amonth. The supply of water on this campaign has 
been abundant. Tt has at all the bivonacs been 
abundant and of good quality, June 24th, Iss, 
Friday, tine morning. At same bivouac. IHeavy 
skirmishing on right of Division. A. Elmore re- 
turned from hospital. Thirty-nine men and two 
ofligers in Company "B” present for duty. Reecived 
letter from wife today of date iGth. Sent letter to 
wife. June 2dth, Saturday, in trenches on left of 
(iibson. Works made very strong with «abaft/s, 
Clear andi warn. Sharpshooting along whole line 
and heavy eannonading., June 26th, fsed, Sunday, 
in trenches. No sharpshooting on our front, heavy 
on right. Warm. June 27th, Monday. In same 
position, Attack expected. Still clear and cooler, 
Sent letter to wife. Suw Jerome Stout, W. J. Stout 
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and Lieut. Shannon. Early in day fighting on right. 
A general battle. On right battle {severe. Hnemy re- 
pulsed with great loss. They charged Cheatham’s 
and Cleburne’s divisions with great force. W. H.Jen- 
nings furloughed for sixty days to go home from June 
21, 1864. June 28, Tuesday, attack exBected in front. 
Ileavy cannonading and sharpshooting along the 
lines. Weather warm. At noon firing ceased. At 
2:00 p.m. 40th Alabama on picket to cover Brigade 
in redoubts, enemy in front. Corporal Lancaster 
and I, J. MeAteer sent to hospital. June 29th, 
Wednesday, but little sharpshooting, more quiet on 
lines. Relieved by 42nd Alabaina and returned to 
trenches. The commissary beyins the issue of vege- 
tables, the supply scant. June 30th, 1864, Thursday, 
rain. Quiet on lines. Wrote a letter to wife. 
Sharpshooting on right. July Ist, 1864, Friday, in 
sanie position. Weavy sharpshooting, mostly on 
right. Major General Stewart made a Lieutenant 
General, and took command of Polk’s Corps. Gen. 
Polk was killed on Lost Mountain. Loring next in 
rank took command of Corps until successor ap- 
pointed. By request of Gen. Johnston Gen. Stewart 
remained a few days with his old Division, it being 
on the extreme left of the army and a_ responsible 
position. Hood on left, Hardee incenter and Stewart 
on right. July 2nd, 1864, Saturday, at daylight 
heavy fifing with small arms and cannon on _ the 
right. Heavy assault made, continues till two hours 
by sun. Some shelling, but no sharpshooting in our 
front. Very warm. As yetdo not know who will 
be onr Major General, 40th Alabama went on picket 
at 4:00 pom., relieved 3ith Alabama. July 8rd, 1864, 
Sunday, at 1:00 a.m. the Division picket left their 
line, the whole army having been put onthe march 
to fall back tive miles near Chattahoochee river, 
The retreat was conducted In excellentorder, and at 
7:00 a.m. the army wasin its new position. Stew- 
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art’s Corps on right, Hardee in center and the left, 
which is one and one half miles from the railroad 
west. 40th Alabama sent againon the skirmish 
line. Capt. Willett and Col. Higley for Division 
Chiefs. Relieved at 5:00 p.m. by 42nd Alabama. 
Knemy advancing. The hottest day of the season. 

July ith, 1864, Friday, in works. Attack expected. 
Sharpshooting along our lines. Still extending our 
lines to left. Enemy moving on left. Jas. Lancaster 
and W.R. McAteer returned from hospital. Stephen- 
son’s and Stewart’s pickets partly driven in. July 
5th, 1864, Tuesday, at 1:00 a.m. retreated farther 
towards river. Stewart's Division at cavalry works 
two miles from river. At noon marched to extreme 
left on river. Baker, Stovall and Gibson relieved 
yeorgia state troops, in strong position. July 6th, 
Wednesday, stillin works. Skirmishing on picket 
lines. Clayton in reserve. 40th went on pieket. 
Capt. Willett chief of Brigade, Col. Higley chief of 
Division picket. July 7th, Thursday, heavy sharp- 
shooting on our lines. Atsunset on Stewart’s line all 
our batteries opened on enemy. They replied for one 
half hour. It was grand and furious. Relieved at 
dark and returned to works. Received two letters 
from wife of date 27th and 30th June. July sth, 
Friday, more than usual quiet today. In same _ po- 
sition. July 9th, Saturday, little tiring. Lieut. 
Gen. Stewart took command of Polk’s Corps. On 
Sth, Brig. Gen. Clayton, made Major General, took 
command of Stewart’s old Division. At 10:00 o’clock 
at night retreated to east side of Chattahoochee 
river, three miles nearer Atlanta, crossing on pon- 
toons. All crossed safely. July 10th, Sunday, at 
bivouac four niles above Atlanta at 9:00 a.m. All 


day at saine place. July 11th, 1864, Monday, at saine 
bivouac, Contpany “B’ drew four months pay on 
Wth. Some skirmishing on river, At 10:00 a. om, 
the Division moved west one mile on another rvad 
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leading to Atlanta. J. Goodwin and W. R. McAteer 
and B. Elmore sent to hospital. July i2th, Tuesday, 
on picket. No firing in our front. Received letter 
from Lieut. Latham date 4th. Picket relieved at 
1:00 an. Rain in evening. July 13th, Weduesday 
quiet today. At same bivonac. Sent letter to wife. 
July 14th, 1864, Thursday, atgy2:00 midnight Brigade 
sent on picket to river four miles. Reli-ved 
Manigault’s Brigade. 37th and 454th in) reduubts. 
40th and 42nd in reserve. Quiettoday. Some shell- 
iny and sharpshooting, July 15th, I8t4, Friday, at 
200 a.m. 40th and 42nd relieved 37th and S4th on 
picket. Capt. Willett Division Officer of the day, 
Two officers and twoimen in 37th and 54th killed and 
two wounded yesterday on picket. In reserve. 
Shelling by enemy. Parker in Company °C’ killed 
today. sbuly b6th; 1804, Saturday, at 2:00 o'¢lock 
a.in, Brigade relieved by Gibson’s) Brigade and 
muved back to old position. July 1*th, Sunday, rain 
during night. Received letter from wife of 7th. 
Seut letter to wife. Division moved to right two 
niles and bivoudced, Nnemy quitting our left. July 
loth, Monday, sent letter to wife. At same bivonac 
one inile west of railroad. Received letter from 
brotherof date dune lth, Gen, Joseph iH. Johnston 
reHeved of the command of the army of Tennessee. 
Liettt, Crem. Hood made a full General and touk com- 
mand ofthe army. By thifact the army was out- 
raged, Nuolder, experienced and successful com- 
madider relies ed forowe uiniried at this critical period 
In SO UMiportanl weamipatea. Pt came like a thunder- 
belt to the army. soda vpected, 80 undeserved, At 
S00 pe Tle eth teal 4G, mls “count oof garlioad ated 
bivouaced, July buth. Tuesday, at sunrise marched 
mile and Went into position,  tlood’s Corps now 
coummanded by Cheatham on right, Hardee in center, 
Gibson and Stovall in reserve, Baker and ILloltzclaw 
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inline. Col. Holtzelaw succeeded (ren, Clayton as 
Brigadier General, Skirmishing on the lines, July 
20th, Is64, Wednesday, at same place in line. Made 
strong works. Very warm, At 11:00 a. m. moved 
to right two miles to meet the enemy. Clayton and 
Hindman were to onr mght. Skirmishing with 
ebemy. They retired. Then threw up works in 
great hurry. Some of picket killed. Some shelling. 
Stewart's Corps had hard battle on Peachtree Creek 
on left, loss heavy, but drove fhe enemy. July 2Ist, 
lsd, Thursday, pickets skirmish lines close together, 
Sharpshooting at short range. At 10:00 a.m. Hood's 
old Corps commanded by Cheatham in front line or- 
dered to charge enemy's works supported by Hardee. 
The orders were given and everything ready for the 
order to leap the works and make the assault. We 
waited two hours in great suspense when the order 
was countermanded, which relieved our feelings uot 
alittle. Ii was adesperate charge and would have 
resulted ina general battle. At2:00 p.m. ino same 
position. leavy skirmishing all along the line. At 
9:00 p.m. fell back to works around Atlanta. 40th 
left as picket at leftat 10:00 p.m. July 22nd, 1864, Fri- 
day, enemy alvancing in force rapidly. Shar pshoo 
ing and cannotading commences heavily by 8:00 a, 

A yvreat battle fought today by HLood and Senn 
commencing onour right. Attack brought on by 
eschelon, * Col. Green 3th Alabaina killed. Baker's 
Brigade engaged, Col. Higley commanding, Cap- 
tured 2,000 prisoners, 26 cannons and small arms. 
40th Alabaina ander Col. Zinken acted as— skir- 
mishers under Maj.Gully who returned to Regiment 
a few days before. Our Joss severe, but gained a 
great victory. duly 23rd, Saturday, heavy cannonad- 
ing and sharpshootiag all day. No battle. July 
24th, Sunday, usnal firng., No battle to neon, Capt. 
Willett Division Olficerof the day. No battle today, 
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July 25th, Monday, heavy skirmishing all day. At 
night 40th Alabama went on picket. Capt. Willett 
remained at trenehes. July 26th, ‘Tuesday, heavy 
skirmishing and sharpshooting all day. At $:00 
p.m. 40th eame off picket. Brigade took position in 
works in rear of first line. July 27th, Wednesday, 
heavy cannonading carly. Knemy charged at noon. 
At 4:00 p.m. Division on the march, It was ascer- 
tained the enemy had abandoned our right front. 
Lieut. Gen. Stephen D. Lae took command of Ilood’s 
old Corps. Mareh to the left commenced at 2:00 
p.m. and Corps bivouaced to left in suburbs of At- 
lanta. July 28th, 1864, Thursday, marched to left of 
army. Stewart’s and Lee's Corps engaged. Fought 
the great battle of 28th July, Ise4. Clayton’s, MWind- 
man’s, Loring’s, Walthall’s and Freneh’s Divisions 
hotly engaged. Our forces charged ‘the enemy’s 
work’s, were repulsed; fell back a few hundred yards 
in order and madea stand; the enemy didnot pursue. 
Wach army held to its former position. In Company 
“Pp? 40th Alabama Lieut. KH. D. Vance mortally 
wounded, Lieut. P. Baker acting wish Companies 
“B’ and“G” wounded in leg: afterwards amputated. 
W. G. Strickland private Company ‘‘B” severely 
wounded in face. J.P. Cox severely wounded in 
leg: John Goodwin Company ‘“B’’ severely in side; 
Foster and many others slightly wounded. It was a 
terrible charge. Confederate loss heavy. Captain 
Wills commanding 42nd killed. Capt. J. C. Ken- 
drick commanding 37th severely wounded. Knemy’s 
loss heavy, but not knpwn. Kivonaced on battle 
field. Late at night fell back fo entrenchments one 
mile. July 29th, Friday, Lee’s Corps put on mareh 
to the left, moved two miles aad entrenched. Com- 
panies Band C under Capt. Willett Brigade picket. 
Relieved at 4:00 p.m. Sentuctter to wife by citizen 
of Alabama. «Also one day vcfore by Lieut. Askew’s 
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boy. Little firing ou line today. Quiet on picket 
line. July 30th, 1864, Saturday, Clayton’s Division 
moved to leftone mile and entrenched. Sent letter 
to wife to mail at Dudleyville, Alabama. No firing 
today. July 3ist, Sunday, a quiet morning; fair and 
warm, At 1:00 p.m. moved to the right one mile. 
Very heavy rain in evening. 1,000 raiders captured 
towards Newnan, Georgia, and theirartillery. Bat- 
tle expected. Our troops massed on Sand Town 
road. Bought two ducks today. 

August isl, 1834, Monday, at same position on Sand 
Town road, Cloudy. Sent letter to wife by Lieut. 
Knighton’s boy. At 8:00 p.m. moved one half mile 
east. August 2nd, Tuesday, at 7:00 a. im. moved one 
mile east on line. Quiet. Sent letter to wife. Re- 
ceived letters from wife of Jith and 18th July. An- 
gust Srd, Wednesday, heavy rain. Skirmishing com- 
menced again in front. .\t noon Capt. Willett sent 
to Herrings Mill with 60 picked men and three picked 
ollicers to relieve cavalry. Arrived there and posted 
part of men, when enemy advanced in force. The 
50 men skirmished) with enemy two hours on 
line perpendicular to Baker's and Holtzclaw’s line 
of picket redoubts from Baker’s right to Holtzclaw,s 
left over half a mile. The skirmish was at close 
range. We had greatly the advautage in position, 
they innumbers. We killed many of the enemy on 
the line. Sergeant Katen distinguished himself for 
eool and gallant condnet, as did nearly all the skir- 
mishers. We fell back slowly and as soon as we un- 
covered Baker's and Ifoltzclaw’s picket lines in re- 
doubts theenemy made a forward movement with 
skirmishers and  cvafantry dines and assaulted 
the picket redoubts of these two brigades and ear- 
ried their works and captured 100 men on that line 
of Baker's Brigade, 24 of 400h Alabama. Of Com- 
pany “B,’’ B, G, Acker, J. D. Cameron, 1. A, Free- 
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man, M. M. Freeman, J. M. French, Anderson El-_ 
more: of Company °G,’’ Thos. Calley, Thos. Dilliard 
and W. KE. Craig; Lient. Hartsfield Company ‘“C”’ 
captured. Of the 40 men under Capt. Willett one 
killed, Thedford, and one wounded, Shaver. Heavy 
tighting along the whole line. HKHnemy gained but 
little advantage. Took a few picket redoubts. At 
11:00 p.m. Capt. Willett reheved. Augustdth, 1804, 
Thursday, firing continues, Received letter from 
wife of 23th July by G. W. Acker. Heavy tighting 
on picket line and' furious cannonading. MWnemy 
made night attack on picket line—no advantage 
gained, August dth, Friday, brisk firing early on 
picket line. Severe fight on Ciibson’s picket line. 
Their works carried and 100 men captured. Can- 
nonading all day. There is too great a stress put on 
picket fighting. They are strong lines, but so far 
away from support that the enemy can carry them 
by attacking in great force, which they do and our 
picket lines are sacrificed and no good accomplished, 
August 6th, Saturday, in same position, Firing 
continues. Lines closetogether. Corporal Stephens 
Company Ci" severely wounded in shoulder on 
picket, Several charges on pieket lines. All re- 
pulsed. Itnemy eharges Bates’ Division on left and 
were handsomely repulsed. Captured 500) prisoners 
avd their wounded, which were many, and. their 
smallatms and baggage. Rain. August 7th. Isod, 
Sunday, shatpshooting and cannonading continues, 
Charge after charge on picket line. Finally foreed 
in along the Division front. Lines close together, 
Our forces then recharged enemy and retook most 
of the redoubts. After mght Capt. Willett was sent 
with 40 men to reinforce the assaulting force of 
Baker's Brigade to make a night attuck and take 
the remaining redoubts. Upon consultation with 
Division aud Brigade Commanders it was aban- 
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doned as too hazardous, and after holding the 50 men 
in front of works exposed to a severe fire until 2:00 
a.m., orders came to establish a picket line: with 
those first sent out to assault the works; 100 men 
under Capt. Pennington and the 50 men under Capt. 
Willett established the line, and Gen. Baker ordered 
in Capt. Willett as Capt. Pennington had been de- 
tailed as chief of the line, and the assault contem- 
plated was not made, August sth, Ist4, Monday, 
early rapid firing commenced. Continued all day 
and night. About 9:00 a.im., J.C. Hall, Company 
“B? was wetnded in the shoulder—not severe—at 
the works. About 12:00 noon 5th Sergeant Jacob IH. 
Maton Company °B’ on skirmish line was shot dead, 
the ball entering his brain above left eye midway 
between left eye and where hair grew. It was a 
fatal shot. His body was brought out and his mess- 
mates Gilkey. Curry, Lipsey and others buried him, 
Ife was nearly twenty-one years old, unmarried, a 
very promising young man, by profession a printer, 
aud was a noble, generous boy. His country had no 
braver defender, Harris, we hate to give thee up, 
He was decently buried near Cien. Clayton’s head- 
quarters on a public road near a residence. ‘The 
lines are so cluse many are struck by sharpshooters 
from both sides. August th, ised, Tuesday, in 
saine position, Firing continues. Rain. Sent let- 
ter tu wife, Also one to Terry for Mrs. Katon.  Fir- 
ing all day. We remain close behind our works and 
inake the enemy do the same. August 10th, Wed- 
nesday, firing continues with small arms and canon. 
August Lith, Thursday, cannonading and sharp- 
shooting continues all day. Capt. Willett chief of 
Brigade Picket. W. HL, Jones returned from home. 
J.J. Elmore furloughed frum hospital from August 
znd to October 2nd, sixty days. At dark 40th moved 
fo rear line to entrench and bivouac. August 12th, 
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Friday, fierce and continued sharpshooting. Au- 
gust isth, Saturday, qmet im morning. Charge 
agaiust Stovall’s line of pickets in’ evening. Line 
taken. Sent letter ta wife  Aungust lth, Sunday, 
in trenches. Sharpshooting and cannonading con- 
tinues all day. August 14th, Monday, fair. Usual 
firing, In same position, Sent letter to brother, 
Cloudy. No charges today. August 16th, Tuesday, 
usual firing. Received letter from Lieut. Latham of 
August Ist. Omen of 40th Alabama on picket, 
Lieut. Monette chief. August 17th, Is61, Wednes- 
day, fair. Slarpshooting continues. Artillery little 
luss severe. Received letter from Lieut. Latham of 
August sth, 1304. 

The army lines are in semicircle around north 
and west sides of Atlanta from Peach Tree Creek 
on right to Hast Point on left, and lines daily being 
extended to left by enemy. Our forees as they 
reach to left confront them. The lines are weak- 
ened for that purpose in many places. The men in 
main works area yard apart, but the line is made 
very strong and almost unassailable by abalt/s in 
front of the main works. /t is now a question which 
army can outreach to the left. In this month 
several Yankee raids have come to grief, the most 
formidable of which was Stoneman’s. 3,00U raiders 
have been captured this month, and their artillery 
and baggage and horses, and the others driven off, 
Before capture and defeat they destroyed a goad 
deal of property, and eut the Atlanta and Macon 
Railroad and other roads. The Macon road was 
soon repaired, Stoneman was captured, August 18th, 
1564, Thursday, heavy skiimishing in front of Divis- 
ion to-day. Charge by enciny in evening repulsed, 
Heavy fighting on right and left, results not known. 
The enemy shell Atlanta day and night. August 
19th, Friday, fair. Skirmishing on line. At 1:00 
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pom. heavy fighting on right and left. August 
20th, 1864, Saturday, rain last night. Skirmishing 
early. Rainin evening. 40th Alabama for picket, 
Capt. Willett chief. Raid im rear repulsed to-day. 
August 21st, Sunday, rainy and cloudy. Heavy 
sharpshooting and cannonading continues. Rain in 
evening. Relieved at dark by 37th Alabaina. Heavy 
rain. Angust 22nd, Monday, Brigade moved to 
right 200 yards. Stovall sent to left of Division. 
Skirmishing all day. August 23rd, 1864, Tuesday, 
beautiful day. Sharpshooting and cannonading con- 
tinues, Raid in rear repulsed. Gen. Wheeler with 
cavalry forcg gone toyear of enemy. Saw Sam’lG. 
King. Got my baggage for first time during cam- 
paign. Jt was brought by Sergeant Sanders with 
Gen. Baker’s baggage. Overhauled it and got pair 
of pants. Needed them. Old ones worn out. Left 
iny baggaye in care of King. Auyust 24th, 1864, 
Wednesday, cannonading and sharpshooting before 
light. Continued all day. Detail of 150 men of 
40th on picket. At 9:00 p.m. Brigade ordered to 
move. Thought to be on a secret expedition. Com- 
mand marched at 9:30 p.m. Picket relieved. 
Marched to depot at Atlanta and bivouaced. August 
25th, 1864, Thursday, in two trams at 6:00 a mm, Left 
on road to Macon with sealed orders. Maj. Kinlock 
Kalconer A. A. G. of Gen. Hood intimated to me 
that we might go to Mobile. Arrived at Macon, 
Most of the command thought we were sent to repel 
araid, Leftin two trams for Columbus, Georyia, 
at 2:00 p,in. Made the run to within tweuty-three 
miles of Columbus before night. Bivouaced on 
trains. August 26th, ts64, Kriday, at 7:00 a.m. on 
sane train started for Columbus. Arrived there at 
10:00 a.m. Met Lieut. Latham from home return- 
Ing to commnand, hecetved letter from wife. CGC. 8. 
Klnore was taken very sick on train, We left him 


in hospital in Columbus. B. Mlmore was there in hos- 
pital, Abt 2:00 p.m. started on trains for Opelika, 
Alabama. Arrived there at 6:00 a.m. Brigade 
bivonaced. Had to remain until next morning for 
completion of break on railroad made by raid: of 
Rosseau. August 27th, ised. Brigade deft on two 
trains for Montgomery, the first that had run 
through since railroud was toru up. Left at {00 
a.in., arrived in Montyomery at 2:00 p.am., matted 
letter to wife. Capt. Willeté with Company —B” 
left in passenger train at 2:30 pom. for Polhourd. 
Balance of Brigade remaining for other tratus, 
Arrived at Bollard at 2:00 a.m. August zsth. Sun- 
day, Left at 2:30 fo Tensas, arrived there at 7:00 
a.m. Took boat Senator for Mobile, arrived at 
Mobile at 4:00 a.m, Bivouaced in street. The 40th 
Alabama left Mobile 2nd December, 1862. Between 
these two dates nearly two years of war had made 
great changes. Left with 600 effective amen, and 
now returned with about 100 effective men, Maj. 
Gen. Gurdner ordered the command back to Tensas, 
Took 2:00 o'clock boat and returned. Brigade or- 
dered back to Carpenter's Station, Rain in evening, 
Took 6:00 o'clock train and arrived at bivonae at 
6.00 poi. Much rain and very muddy. August 
Oth, 1864, Monday, at same bivouae in piney woods, 
Sent letter to wife from Mobile yesterday. Our 
coming to Mobile from Army of Tennessee was very 
unexpected to us, though delighted with the change. 
August 30th, Tuesday, early ordered to Blakely. At 
8.00 a, im. took ears for Pensas, then boat to Blakely 
and arrived there at 10:00 a.m, At 6:00 p.m. ordered 
to Spanish fort. Marched to Sibley’s Mills by 8:00 
pon. and bivouaced. 37th and 42nd tu go into camp. 
d4th ordered to Pollard. August 3ist, Wednesday, 
at G30 a.m. 40th put on march for Spanish Fort. 
Arrived there at 4:00 pom. and bivouaced, Rainy, 
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September Ist, 1864, Thursday, established camp at 
Spanish Fort. Companies B, D, C and A sent to 
Montrose to pieket. ‘EF’ detailed guard on boat 
Mary Stone. September 2nd, Friday, picketing on 
bay at same place. Companies ‘BB’? and ‘*D” did 
not go to Montrose. 37th and 42nd Alabama ar- 
rived at Fort. Large number of slaves at work 
there on defenses, and Alabama Reserves also on 
duty there. September 3rd, Saturday, picketing on 
bay. Received official notice from Surgeon Craw- 
ford, Fair Ground Hospital No. 2 at Vineville near 
Macon, Georgia, that 2nd Junior Lieutenant Kh D. 
Vance wounded on 28th July, 1864, died of his 
Meets: on 23rd‘day of August, 1864. Ile was un- 
marricu, 28 years old, a good and brave officer and 
soldier. He lefta widowed mother and sisters in 
Pickens County, Alabama, in indigent elreum- 
tances. Knemy’s fleet in sight in line off obstruc- 
tions but making no demonstrations. September 
4th, Sunday, usual quiet. Brig. Gen. Baker sick. 
Col. Wighley absent. Capt. Willet in command of 
Brigade until Maj. Gully returned from Holly- 
wood. Companies ‘‘B” and “D.’’ put on march to 
WYollywood on account of gun boat laying close off 
Short’s Wharf. Arrived there six miles at 3:00 a, m. 
September 5th, Monday on the alert. Gun boat still 
off Short’s Wharf. Left in evening. September 6th, 
Tuesday, all quiet. Boat came at night and left at 
sunrise. Company “F” came down and went into 
camp near Montrose. September 7th, Wednesday, 
usual quiet. Gun boat piekets off Short’s Wharf at 


night. September sth, Thursday, qmet. aun 
boat come to wharf at night. Septernber 9th 


and 10th quict. Doing usual picket. ‘A’ and *')’’ 
alvillive, “3B? sade 'C” at-dolly wool and ‘I’? at 
Montrose. September flth, Sunday, pteket estab- 
lished on road in rear. Received letter from wife of 
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7th. September 12th and 13th, Capt. Willett stillin 
command of 40th Alabama. September 14th and 15th, 
Wednesday and Thursday, quiet. September 16th 
and 17th, usual quiet. Caught many flounders. The 
command catch many fish. September 18th, 19th 
and 20th, quiet. Received letter from wife date 15th. 
In command of Regiment. Maj. Gully commands 
Brigade. September 2ist and 22nd. Wednesday and 
Thursday, quiet. Heavy rains. September 23rd 
and 24th, quiet. On 22nd day of September Sergeant 
T. B. Thomas elected Junior Second Lieutenant Com- 
pany ‘“B’” 40th Alabama Infantry. September 25th, 
26th, 27th, 2th, 2th and 30th, doing picket duty on 
bay. Much rain. Went to Mobile on pass. W. L., 
Lipsey received notice of transfer to 7th Alabama 
Cavalry Company **D’? vice A. W. Coward, to take 
effect from October Ist, 1864. Capt. Willett sent up 
application for leave of absence. October 1st, 1864, 
Saturday, doing picket on eastern shore. Capt. 
Lake volunteer aid of Gen. Liddell the Inspector of 
Pickett Line. Capt. Brunson Chief of Picket. 
October 2nd, 1864, leave of absence to Capt. Willett 
for twenty days granted. Left this day for Blakely 
to gohome. Arrived there at 6:00 p. m., October 
3rd, 1864, Monday. Started home on Icave, arrived 
there October 5th at 12:00 noon. Found my family 
well. October 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 1Uth, 11th, 12th, 
13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th on leave at 
home. Spent the time pleasantly. Had while there 
threechills. Broke them. October 20th, Thursday, 
started back for command. Before Capt. Willett 
left camps received commission as Major of 40th 
Alabama. Bought horse at home and started back 
with him on 20th in company with Wm. Wood. 
Brought wagon to Macon with box of provisions for 
self and clothing fur Company ‘‘B” and self. Had 
no trouble on way with horse and arrived at Holly- 
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wood again October 22nd at noon six hours before 
leave expired, During absence everything went 
quietly on. Many of the command became sick with 
chills and two died of congestion, Sims Company 
“Cand Brown Company ‘F.’’ Capt. Lathain pro- 
moted from 1st Lieutenant to captaincy of Company 
“B’’ 40th Alabama October 4th, 1864, to take rank 
from May Sth, 1864. Capt. Willett is now no longer 
Captain of Company ‘‘B”’ 40th Alabama. He has in 
the preceding pages given & short account of that 
Company and 40th Alabama siice it entered the ser- 
vice March 13th, 1862, and in retiring from the com- 
mand of the Company also ceases to make notes of 
the action of tlie Company. 


Holly wood, E. D. WILLETT. 
Eastern Shore, Major 40th Alabama. 
Alabama, 


The foregoing pages were written by Captain K, 
D. Willett, but fas stated by him just above, after 
he was promoted Major of the 40th Alabama, he 
retired from the ‘command of Company Bas Cap- 
tain, and ceased to make notes of the actions of 
that Company, as First Lieutenant James A. 
Latham, was promoted to the Captaincy of Com- 
pany B and on him devolved the duty ‘of continu- 
ing the narrative of that Company’s movements 
and casualties. Capt. Latham, however, was killed 
at the battle of Bentonville, N. C.. and to show the 
further movements and actions of Company B and 
the 40th Alabama, recourse has been had to the 
diary of Rev. Jno H. Curry, now deceased, who was 
First Sergeant of Company B’and?who also kept a 
diary. Sergeant Curry in his diary says: 

“December 19, 1864, Regiment remained here 
‘(near Mobile) for about a month longer and was 
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“then ordered to take steamer for Montgomery. 
“{f joined command at Montgomery. January 7, 
“1865, Regiment took cars at Montgomery at 7 a. 
‘‘m. and arrived at Augusta, Ga., at 4 p. m. on 
“the Sth. Wemarched across the Savannah river 
‘and camped about three miles from Hamburg, on 
“the South Carolina side. January 9, 1865, at 7a. m. 
“began the march across the country to Chester, 5S. 
“C,, arriving there on the 16th, This march was 
“through a piney woods section, The weather was 
“eold and disagreeable. We made large fires, mostly 
‘pine wood, and much of it very rich, and when we 
‘reached Chester we were smoked so black that we 
“looked more lik@ Mexicans than white men, We 
“fared well as to good and wholesome food. No 
“State ever treated soldiers better than did South 
“Carolina. The people along the line of our march 
‘were especially kind tous. Our march was through 
‘fa section of the country that had never been touched 
‘‘before by the tramp of an army, hence they were in 
‘a better condition to treat us well than those sec- 
“trons through which thearmy had passed. Febru- 
‘ary 10, 185, we took the earsat 8a.in. for Raleigh, 
“N.C., and after some delays and a perilous trip, 
“reached there at noon next day. We laid over here 
“for six hours, during which time some of our boys 
‘discovered that there was some whiskey on the 
“platform besides a considerable amount of meat, 
‘meal, salt, etc. There were guards stationed at 
“different places on the platform, and it was noticed 
“the guards were sitting on the whiskey kegs, so it 
“was decided by our boys to make an effort to ascer- 
‘tain and if possible to get a taste of the contents of 
“those kegs. By some means some of the boys pro- 
“sured an auger, crawled under the platform and 
“bored holes through the platform floor and into the 
“kegs, and with buekets soon emptied a key or two, 
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“and that two while the guard sat serenely on his 
‘kee! It was not long however until the boys who 
‘were in the secret had their tongues loosed, and in 
‘other ways disclosed the fact that they had found 
‘‘something stronger than water to drink. But soon 
‘“‘the order came for us to leave Raleigh, and the 
‘boys in liquor were dumped into the cars and were 
“soon asleep. After various delays we arrived at 
‘Charlotte on the 23d of February. February 24. 
1865, at €a. m. we began the march to Smithfield, 
“reaching a camp in about two days. March 18, 
“1865, marched into the vicinity of Bentonville and 
‘‘formed lines preparatory to battle. March 19, 1865, 
“battle of Bentonville was fought in which Confed- 
‘erates were victorious. A considerable portion of 
“the day our men were wading in water knee deep, 
“Capt. James A Latham, of Company B was killed 
‘‘and his body left on ground occupied by the Feder- 
‘als. Our lines changed position during the battle 
‘leaving his body behind. David Morrow, Wiley 
“Horton, Thos. Cameron and Sardine Hildreth, all 
“of Company B were wounded. David Morrow died 
‘in an ambulance while being carried to field hospi- 
“tal. Wiley Horton had his lez amputated and died 
‘in hospital at Charlotte. Sergeant Curry was sick 
“with chill on day before the battle and was not 
‘able to keep in line. Capt. Latham gave him per- 
“mission to march outof ranks at will, in other words 
‘travel as besthe could. He could not keep up with 
‘his command as he had torestat intervals during 
“the day. Whenhe came up with the army on the 
‘morning of the 19th, he found that his regiment 
‘‘was some distance from where he approached the 
“line. Being weak and not knowing where his coim- 
“mand was located, he joined a Company belonging 
“to the 51st Virginia and fought with them during 
“the day. Atnight, the battle over, Curry asked 
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“the Commander of this Company to discharge him 
“that he might goin search of his own command. 
“The moon shone brightly, and traveling up the line 
‘ina westerly direction among the wounded, dead 
“and dying, he at last came upon the ground that 
‘had been occupied by his Company during the en- 
“cagement. He first found the dead body of Clar- 
“ence H. Ellerbe, Adjutant of the 40th Alabama, 
‘which he came near stepping upon as he stepped 
‘over a log. He could hear the groans of wounded 
‘men on every side, and going froin one to another, 
‘‘came at last upon David Morrow and Wiley Hor- 
“ton, of Company B who were lying in a few feet 
‘fof each other in alow place, thickly set with un- 
“derbrush. Morrow shotin the body, Horton in the 
“leg. As they had fought in the water they were 
‘wet to their hips and very cold. Their sufferings 
‘were intense. Curry built a fire, dried their clothes 
‘‘and administered to them during the night. During 
“this battle our flag with forty men was cut off from 
“our regiment, got behind Federal lines, and the men 
‘Shad to make their way to Releigh and return by rail. 
“The flag bearer tore the flag from ‘the staff, took 
‘down his pants, tied it round his leg and brought 
‘it out all O. K. except the staff. Several days af- 
“ter the battle they came into camp with it flying 
“on a staff cut for the occasion. Such a sensation 
“was neyer produced in our command before—men 
‘shouted, cried, kissed it, hugged it, etc., etc. 
‘Soon after this battle General Joseph E. John- 
“ston began the work of re-organization and consol- 
‘Gdation of the Army. ‘The 19th and 40th Alabama 
“Regiments were consolidated. Colonel M. L. Wood 
“becoming Colonel, Col. E. 8. Gulley Lieutenant- 
“Colonel, and Major EK. D. Willett becoming Major, 
“by appointment of Gen. Joseph IK. Johnston. Com- 
“panies B and K were unitedand became Company 
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“H, Capt. 8. H. Sprott commander; Sergeant J. H. 


“Curry. the Orderly Sergeant, was in command of 
“this Company for a time, then Lieutenant Monette 
‘‘was placed in command, and after the re-organiza- 
‘tion, Capt. Sprott. Not long after this we were or- 
‘dered tothe Yadkin river to guard a ford. Lee, of 
‘Virginia, had already surrendered, and great de- 
‘moralization was manifest, especially among thoso 
‘‘so near to their homes as the Carolinians, Not long 
‘afterwards we were ordered to Salisbury to drive 
“out the Federal Cavalry that had captured and 
‘burned the town. Here we remained doing picket 
“duty until theday of our surrender, May 5, 1865, 
“Thepapers wereallarranged for our capitulation and 
‘‘we were to march home in regular order, but after 
“the first day or two, every man was his own com- 
“‘mander and went his owa way.” 
Here Sergeant Curry’s diary ends. 


